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Lesson Calendar 


Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 
1. July 4.—David in Camp and Court.1 Samuel 17:1 to 18:9 


2. July 11.—Jonathan Befriends David ......... 1 Samuel 20 
3. July 18—David Spares Saul’s Life ..,...... 1 Samuel 26 
4 July 25.—David Succeeds Saul as King 


2 Samuel 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5 
s. August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6:1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 
6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David 
2 Samuel 8:15; 9: 1-13 
4, August 15.—The Sins and Sorrows of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 :1-15 
8. August 22—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 
9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 
10. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66 
11. September 12.—The Glory of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 10+: 1-13, 23-25 
12. September 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Temperance 
eT 5 osc bach Kine hhh dhe cab ee ¥8 Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29-35 
13. September 26.~—Review: Saul, David, and Solomon 
Compared. - Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 





ELLING is not good selling-unless it renders ser- 

vice to the buyer. Advertising is good advertis- 
ing only when it is really serviceable. It is this kind 
of advertising that readers of The Sunday School 
Times are accustomed to find in these columns. Are 
you letting that department serve you as fully as 
you might? 









A Grace for Temple Builders 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


H, IT is all for naught 
If it is not for Thee! 

Bless thou the bread we break 
As, thankfully, 
We take from out Thy hollowed hand 
The garnered gifts of every land; 
To beam and timber fittingly 
The temple of Thy Deity. 


Paul’s Danger: God’s Antidote 


One of the perils of the life of holiness is spir- 
itual pride. Paul doubtless lived that life more nearly 
completely than any Christian of whom werknow, and 
yet he was in danger of spiritual pride. “That I 
should not be exalted overmuch, there was given to 
me a thorm in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7). Living so 
holily that he could be entrusted with “visions and 
revelations” (2 Cor. 12:1) and a glimpse of Paradise 
itself (2 Cor. 12:4), nevertheless God provided in a 
Strange way against any possible over-elation on his 
part because of his unusual privileges. God would not 
take away the thorn, but for it gave him, and through 
him to us, that wonderful message of comfort, “My 


grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9). And_Paul 
was satisfied to be kept humble in God’s way: “Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my weaknesses, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” “Only 
the lowly one finds the Holy One,” was a sentence 
recently spoken by a visitor to The Sunday School 
Times daily prayer group. 
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Safety Second 


When Christ is put first, safety follows as the 
natural consequence. A minister who recognized the 
pogsibility of what he called “the higher life” never- 
theless discouraged his people from seeking such an 
experience. - “For,” he reasoned, “if you attain to 
this high spiritual place and then fall, it will be a 
terrible fall.” His suggestion was that it was safer 
to stay in the lowlands, where one might abide in 
comfort. A brother minister who knew him asked 
this question: “Is it a dangerous thing to give your- 
self wholly to the Lord and trust him to control 
your life?” The Christian life is indeed a_life of 
peril. But the life that is not committed to Christ is 
perilous also; indeed it has passed the limit of peril, 
for it is a life encompassed by death. When_ this 
life passes out of this fatal peril by accepting Christ 
as its Saviour and keeper, then indeed is there safety. 
Most of the perils that are thought to be peculiar 
to a fully surrendered Christian life are not dangers 
that belong to the Christian life, but are dangers 
brought about by a departing’ from the principles of 
the life that is Christ-controlled. -The real peril is 
self, and the simple solution is to have that fruit of 
the Spirit — self-control by Christ. 


se 
After the Conference © 


Mountain top vistas are often marred by secret 
regret about the necessary descent into the valley, 
What a glorious thing to discover that we may abide 
in the mountain top experiences. Not in the sense 
that we are not to descend into the valley of service 
or sorrow or suffering, but we need never descend 
into the valley of worrying and fretting. For even 
when we leave mountain peaks of special privilege 
which we have visited with our Lord, we go with 
him into the valley and so, whether in the valley 
or on the mountain, so far as feelings are concerned 


we are ever dwelling in the high and heavenly places 
with Christ Jesus. The fear that we shall not keep 
such a mountain-top place of privilege has tempted 
many a Christian who in a summer conference has 
seen and entered into the blessed possibility of joy 
and victory in the Lord. At a recent conference 
two girls of twelve and thirteen years who had sur- 
rendered their lives to the Lord and found a great 
new meaning in life were sitting together in a Bible 
hour during the close of the conference. Some one 
near by heard the older girl say to her friend: “But 
what are we going to do after the conference? How 
will we ever get along without these meetings?” Her 
companion answered, pointing to the day verse that 
was printed on cardboard hanging in front of the 
pulpit. “We have that verse just the same, and we 
will believe that.” The verse was 1 Peter 1:5: “Kept 
by the power of. God through faith.” 


ae 
Eliminating Soft Spots 


A “man has learned an. important secret of living 
when he ceases to put off upon something or some 
one else the responsibility for his failures. A business 
man who through a number of years had traveled in 
different parts of the world to learn the secret of 
joy and satisfaction in his life recently gave a strik- 
ing testimony in the Victorious Life Conference at 
Long Beach, Cal. He realized, he said, that the peace 
and blessing he was searching for were dependent 
upon his victory over sin. He had through the years 
been giving various reasons why he, a Christian man 
who loved the Lord, should fall into sin. He. had 
his family failings, his inherited weaknesses, his 
theories about sin, and all of these he said were 
just so many soft spots for him to fall on when he 
sinned. But the Lord finally brought him to the place 
where: he was face to face with his own responsibility 
and all of the crutches and soft spots were taken 
away. Then he really believed God’s Word and was 
exercising his responsibility in yielding-and believing, 
recognizing also that it was his responsibility if he 
chose to step out of that blessed place of abiding. 
Have we been’ using crutches to help us on in the 
Christian walk, and providing soft places on which 
to fall when the’crutches give way? Let us once 
for all face our personal responsibility to recognize 
two facts: our own utter helplessness, and the all- 
sufficiency of our Saviour to keep us from falling. 


The Unitarian and His God 


Israel. Nor is he God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He is not God the creator, the su- 
preme being, the one exalted far above men, of whom 
we can know but little in the flesh. And the Unitarian 
god is not the indulgent father, whom many believe 
they worship, and who is too loving to condemn any 
one to eternal death. 

To know what god the true Unitarian worships 
we shall need to ask what man it is who worships 
this god. 

Our Lord, who told us to try the spirits, to see 
whether they be of God, wants us in this day to un- 
derstand the Unitarian god and the Unitarian man. 
For the number is increasing amazingly of those who 
take this conception of man and who worship this 
god. But many of them have not taken the name 
Unitarian. They are enlisted under the banner of 
evangelical Protestantism. And many are uncon- 
scious that they hold such views of man and of God. 
It ought to be said also that there are doubtless those 
who are counted in the membership of Unitarian 
bodies who worship the true God, and who, if they 
understood truly what their church stands for, would 
with tears of grief disavow such teaching. 

In the Unitarian thought, man, by virtue of his 
humanity, is a partaker of the divine nature. He is 
divine. Not that he does not make mistakes. In- 
deed, he sins; and he needs to be “saved.” But his 
sins are due to ignorance. As he lets the divinity 
that is in him shape his conduct he builds up a true 
character and thus saves himself from sin. The aim 
is that the character shall become perfect. And be- 


"Ti Unitarian god is not Jehovah, the God of 


fore him as a perfect: model is Jesus. He is the 
example of what man ought to be. 

Jesus, the Unitarian believes, is the man who was 
most perfectly filled with the divine nature. While 
all men share the same divinity that Jesus possessed, 
Jesus possessed it in supreme degree and therefore be- 
came the great example to point other men to God. 
He revealed to men God’s love that forgives wrong- 
doing, and showed men the kind of character that 
God wants them to have. 

The Unitarian man does not need a crucified and 
risen Saviour. He does not need a blood atonement, 
nor any atonement at all. 

There are hundreds of young men in the universi- 
ties of our land to-day who earnestly desire to be the 
best kind of Christians possible, but who are gen- 
uinely puzzled to know why Jesus needed to be cruci- 
fied and to rise again. One of these recently said to 
a friend: “I believe that Jesus rose from the dead, 
but I cannot see that it has any effect on my living 
the Christian life to-day. And I cannot see that his 
death was so important or so necessary as you say 
it is.” 

This college man wants to see why. He is hungry 
to be able to accept the “orthodox” conceptions. The 
reason he cannot see is because he has the Unitarian 
conception of man. It is not necessary for Christ 
to be crucified and raised from the dead to save 
man, unless man is dead in trespasses and sins. The 
Unitarian mah is not dead in trespasses and sins. He 
is alive, and is manfuNy eonquering his sins, and is 
building him a Christ-fike character. 

The Unitarian man is an imaginary man. The 
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real man, as the Bible pictures him, and as he exists 
to-day, is a man whose heart is “deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked.” He is the man 
whom the late World War revealed in his true 
nature. A keen American observer, a Christian 
leader, who traveled through Europe on the eve of 
war, declared this truth in unforgetable words. Dr. 
Frederick Lynch was oné of the delegates to the 
first World Conference of the Churches for Inter- 
national Peace, which was called ta meet at Con- 
stance, August 2, 1914, held one day’s session, and 
fled from war-swept Europe to hold the remaining 
sessions in London. Dr. Lynch wrote: ; 

“Another thing which we think every American of 
the fifty who got this first sight of war has come to 
feel is that our religion has broken down in its psy- 
chology, that our Gospel has been addressed to a 
man who does not exist, that our sermons have been 
preached to an imaginary man. We have been 
preaching to men as highly respectable, on the whole 

ood, some of them saintly, while as a matter of 
act this has been onlyeseeming. They have seemed 
this because great tempfations have not roused them 
from their sleep. No one who came across Europe 
within the last month can ever hold this easy faith 
again. Men are beasts; cruel, lustful, revedgeful, 
ravening, just as the Gospel represents them. There 
are exceptions, but in most of us the beast lies just 
below the surface, and nothing but a regeneration 
which shall sweep through men’s souls as a wind 
from heaven can’make them clean. There is no 
hope for Europe until it is seen that men’s souls need 
a power to cleanse them from the dominion of the 
beast, far greater than either the church or ethical 
culture is at present providing.” 

The “good” man does noteexist. There is none 
good but One. And there afe no exceptions, until 
the exception is made by the regeneration that comes 
when God imparts a new life. 

Are we now prepared to ask, What god does this 
Unitarian man worship? A’ man worships the being 
who saves him. Men have never succeeded in really 
worshiping the “Great Spirit”—the far-off creator 
whom their minds cannot conceive. The Mohamme- 
dan’s real god is not Allah; he worships Mohammed: 
he is the true Mohammedan’s ideal and his saviour. 
The Unitarian’s god is not God whom the Scriptures 
reveal. The Unitarian worships Jesus, his ideal and 
example. But it is an imaginary Jesus he worships; 
it is not the Son of God; it is a Jesus who is divine 
in the same sense that the Unitarian man is divine. 
The Unitarian god is just the kind of god that is 
needed as the saviour for the Unitarian 
man. And because Jesus is not differ- 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“ And this is the name whereby he shall be 
called: Jehovah-Tsidkenu” (“The Lord our 
righteousness”) (Jer. 23 :6). 

Do you know this Name? 











character within the newly created son of God. And 
it is Him crucified: Christ crucified is God crucified; 
for when God the Father, the eternal one, speaks to 
the Son, he saith: “Thy throne, O God” 
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How, Make Friends by the 
Mammon of Unrighteousness ? 


Please explain, “And I say unto you, Make to your- 
selves friends of the mammon of unrigi:ieousness; that, 
when ye fail, they may receive you unto everlasting 
habitations” (Luke 16:9).—A Perplexed Reader. ° 


Our Lord is relating the parable of the unjust 
steward, who, finding himself in danger of deposition 
from office because of his misapplication of his lord’s 
property, resorts to a shrewd expedient, He calls 

is master’s debtors, and cuts off big slices of their 
indebtedness. By that means he expects that when 
he finds himself deposed, he will not be friendless 
as well as homeless, but will thus have made friends 
who will ‘receive him into their houses. He counts 
on hearing these debtors say, “This man has been 
easy with me. He has even reduced my indebted- 
ness when I did not ask him to do so. I can’t see 
him thrown out upon the mercy of a cold and heart- 
less world. He shall be my guest until he can get 
upon his feet again.” 

It is not our Lord but the unjust steward’s lord 
in verse 8 who commends him. And our Lord is 
not commending unfaithful stewardship in verse 9, 
qaoted Py this perplexed reader, but merely saying 
that His followers might get an incentive for service 
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from this parable, because “the children of this world 
look further ahead in dealing with their own gener- 
ation than the children of Light,” as Moffatt trans- 
lates the last clause of verse 8. The Revised Ver- 
sion translates verse 9: “And I say unto you, Make 
to yourselves friends by means of the mammon of 
unrighteousness; that, when it shall fail, they may 
receive you into the eternal tabernacles.” 

By using riches, “the mammon of unrighteousness,” 
to spread the Gospel over the world, God’s steward 
will be making friends who, when riches fail, will 
welcome him some day into the eternal tabernacles 
of heaven. They will come to him and’ say, “We 
are hére to greet you, because you furnished the 
means that sent a messenger with the glad tidings 
of salvation to us in the heart of Africa, in inland 
China, in India, in the islands of the sea.” 

“A fool and his money are soon parted,” says the 
old proverb. But not so. “A wise man and his 
money are soon parted.” He that winneth souls is 
wise, and the use of money for the evangelization of 
the world is the best of all investments in God’s sight. 
This is illustrated by sad contrast in the story of the 


rich man and Lazarus, which follows close after this - 


arable, for the rich man had no friend in eternity. 
hough “he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 


_ mercy on me, and send Lazarus,” that request could 


not be complied with, It was too late. The rich man 
had spent his money in receiving good things in his 
lifetime, and now he finds himself friendless in hell. 

It is only fair to, say that some expositors change 
the. punctuation, for there is no punctuation in the 
copies of the MSS. of the Greek New Testamert 
extant, and make verse 9 a question: “And do I say 
unto you, Make to yourselves friends by means of 
the mammon of unrighteousness,” the inference be- 


ing, “I do not.” 
“a” 


Shall We Ostracize Unbelievers? 


I have just read’ “Affiliating with Unbelievers.” 
“In proper social life, we must mingle with them,” 
you say. I would like to know very much if “in proper 
social life’ you would mingle with one who had called 
your son a bastard?’ I wouldn’t. If I were a man I 
would not do business with a man who had slandered 
my son and cast aspersion upon his birth. Why, then, 
should we ignore what is said in tontumely about the 
Son of God?—A North Carolina Reader. 


One of the accusations brought against the Lord 
Jesus Christ by the Pharisees and Scribes —and a 
true accusation — was: “This man receiveth sinners 
and eateth with them.” The Lord came 
to save sinners, and he mingled socially 





ent from other men in the quality of 
his divinity, the Unitarian god, in the 
trueeand final sense, is man. The Uni- 
tarian is his own god. 

Some years ago, when a certain 
group of Unitarian churches in an east- 
ern city were doing special work to- 
gether, they asked a Methodist Epis- 
copal church to be responsible for 
reaching the people in a section of the 
city which included some of the worst 
slums. They decided that the Meth- ~* 
odists had better take charge of the 
rescue work there; for somehow, said 
the. Unitarians, the Methodists with 
their evangelistic message seemed to 
reach those lowest down more effec- 
tively; they could bring these “down 
and outs” up to a certain point, and 
then the Unitarians could take hold 
and help. What a pathetic and illu- 
minating confession that was! It re- 
vealed that the Unitarian’s was not a 
faith that could lift “from the gutter- 
most to the uttermost.” And every 
man needs that kind of a faith, for 
every man is dead in sin and hopelessly: 
lost. He needs the blood of the Cru- 
cified One, and the power of His res- 
urrection. 

Satan has no new lie. The terrible 
subtlety of his present tactics is found 
in the fact that his old lie about God 
and man is receiving wide-spread wel- 
come in halls over whose portals are 
written, not the warning word “Uni- 
tarian,” but some name that has stood 
always for allegiance to the Cross of 
the God-Man. And thousands of young 
men and women are flocking out of 
American colleges and high-schools 
with the leaven of this Unitarian idea 
of God and man consciously or un- 
consciously at work in their hearts. 

With Paul let us determine to know 
nothing but Christ Jesus and Him cru- 
cified. Him crucified is the mirror 
that reveals the deceitful heart of the 
hopelessly lost sinner, whom the Uni- 
tarian has made a god by using Satan’s 
false image as a mirror. Him crucified 
stands for the blood, which Satan 
hates, and which alone cleanses the 
black heart and implants a spotless 
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for the ministry, whose faith was wrecked by this one book. 


our temper, balk at 
the phraseology that calls Christ divine; the truth that is to be con- & 
istent with a truly historical view 
4 of his life and teachings, and does not necessarily imply anything mi- 
raculous or supernatural. To the popular mind, indeed, Jesus has oft- & 
en figured as very God.* * * To call his life divine is not in the least & 
to assert that Jesus was born of a virgin, wrought miracles, or rose 


“A mass of miracle and legend, had grown up around him; he had 
@ become a figure not unlike many with which the Greeks, were familiar; 
% gods who had walked the earth and shared human experiences. And 
so nothing could have been m~-e natural than the popular deification 
y of Christ.” “From the conception of a man divinely anointed by God 

for the carrying out of his purposes for his chosen péople, to that of 
#  & supernatural Being sent by God to save men, thence to that of an fe 
& Emanation of God himself, and finally to a flat identification with God 
“as one of the ‘persons’ of the One Godhead was'a development that 


The car- 


with them. And indeed they even called 
him a “friend of publicans and sinners.” 
The servant is not above his Lord, and 
in this surely we have his example. 

Our attitude toward unbelievers is 
to be governed by the fact that ever 
one of them is a possible child of God, 
to be brought into the fellowship of 
the family. Ours it is to woo them and 
win them. In the Open Letter refer- 
red to, it was ongposted that although 
in proper *social life, in business life, 
in community life, we must have certain 
activities in common with unbelievers 
we cannot “affiliate” in Christian serv- 
ice with those who deny the Gospel. 
But how shall we win them if we shut 
ourselves off from. other intercourse, 
even if this were possible? 

It is to be remembered that the belief 
that unbelievers have toward the Lor 

esus, misunderstanding or even hatréd, 
is because they do not know him. In 
a real sense they are among the number 
for whom Jesus prayed, “Father, for- 
give them; for they know not what 
they do.” One of the greatest tragedies 
of our own day is the utter misappre- 
hension of the lord Jesus Christ on the 
part of the Jews in Russia. The very 
name Christian is to them the embodi- 
ment of everything vile and loathsome, 
for they have seen vile and loathsome 
things done to them in the name of 
Christ. While this is an extreme case 
of hatred and antipathy to the Son of 
God, yet the principle applies to all un- 
believers. They do not know Jesus. The 
chief work of Satan for them is to 
keep their eyes blinded so they cannot 
see him.. The great work of the Holy 
Spirit is to reveal Jesus, and he is doing 
this by manifesting Christ through those 
whom he indwells. 

This is how our unsaved friends and 
relatives and acquaintances in society 
or in business are to recognize Jesus,~ 
by seeing him in us. Can they do this 
if we do not mingle with them? 


we 
“Winning Men One by One” tells 


how to treat unbelievers (The Sunday 
School Times Co,, Philadelphia, 75 cts. 





The. statements issuing from the lips of “ Prof. New Theology” in this cartoon are 
actually quoted from a book which was in use for a number of years by the Professor 
of Bible in an evangelical denominational college in the Middle West. 
toonist knows of the pitiable case of a graduate of ‘zat institution, now studying 
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Lesson for September 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:6 
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not, how can we conceive of in- 
~ age account for Christ? 
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Is the “Virgin Birth” Credible To-day? 


By A. T. Robertson, M.A., LL.D., Litt.D. 











leck-faied Editor's Note is penned, a huge 1500-page volume bound in red cloth te taken 
’ yy Pee dn School Times library shelves and opened at the preface. It is ‘‘ A Grammar 
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comforting to us 
it can be proved in the field of scientific scholarship! This is the third and concluding article. 


of Jesus? Each age is sure of itself and cred- 

ulous of others. Our own is characterized 
by a species of cock-sureness in its own wisdom that 
has no foundation in matter of fact. This question 
of the Virgin Birth of Jesus, attested by both Mat- 
thew and Late in two independent narratives, has 
been attacked from every standpoint. pinters/ 

On scientific grounds it is argued that it is impos- 
sible. At least that argument was once made. Mod- 
ern science is familiar with partheno-genesis, or ‘vit- 
gin birth,” in the lower forms of life. Hence science 
cannot set aside the Virgin Birth of Jesus. How- 
ever, Luke does not present the birth of Jesus as in 
accord with nature. He distinctly asserts that it 
was due to the overshadowing of Mary by the Holy 
Ghost, like the Shekinah or Presence of God. It 
is miracle that we have, not nature, but miracle 
cannot be ruled out unless it is ruled out everywhere. 
To do that rules out God and leaves us with mate- 
rialism, the biggest miracle of all. Besides, men of 
science to-day do believe in the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus, just as Luke did before them. And he was 
also a man of science. ‘ 

It is objected that Luke has simply followed 
blindly the heathen myths which tell of gods becom- 
ing men. Some have found analogues in Babylonian 
mythology, some in Greek mythology, some in Jew- 
ish theology. But none of them gives us a real Vir- 
gin Birth. They each contradict the other. No real 
connection with Christianity is shown. “The Jewish 
theories confute the Gentile; the Gentile the Jewish ; 
the new Babylonian theor destroys both and itself 
perishes with them.”2 Hatnack, who counts the 
story legend, yet knocks the “myth” theories in the 
head: “Nothing that is mythological in the sense 
of Greek or Oriental myth is to be found in these 
accounts; all here is in the spirit of the Old Testa- 
ment, and most of it reads like a passage from the 
historical books of that ancient volume.” 

It is objected that the very beauty and charm of 
Luke’s narrative proves that it is all a legend. “That, 
as an @ priori statement, I deny. Luke may be artistic, 
but so is God.”8 The point is that the persons and 
the poems in Luke 1 and 2 suit the actual events 
even better than they suit Luke’s story. The steps 
of God have a rhythm:that puts to shame our noblest 
measures. If.God is at work in the birth of Jesus, 
everything else is simple enough. The supreme art 
of Luke lies in telling the story as it was. Ram- 
say* has biting sarcasm for critics that cannot be 
satisfied: “Luke has already been proved. in the pro- 


C*: a modern man accept the story of the birth 


cess of discovery to be correct in almost every de-_ 


tail of his statement” (in Luke 2:1-3). “The story 
is now established, and the plea now is that Luke’s 
story is a legend because it is true to facts.” We 
do not have to say that Luke had the same con- 
cepts that Mary had at each point. “That there .was 
a more anthropomorphic picture of the messenger in 
Luke’s mind than there was in Mary’s I feel no doubt. 
Yet I believe that Luke was translating as exactly 
as he could into Greek that which he heard. He ex- 
presses and thinks as a Greek that which was thought 
and expressed by a Hebrew.’’5 - I heartily agree with 
Carpenter® when he. says of these events: “I be- 
lieve that they were beyond the power of.either Luke 
or Mary to invent, though their meaning was not be- 
yond the power of Mary to apprehend. .That experi- 
ence, described so briefly, so simply, so plainly, yet 
without a 3 ¢ word that could offend the most del- 
A at take to be the conception of the Holy 
11d. 

It is even objected that the silence of Jesus con- 
cerning his divine birth discredits the. narrative in 
Matthew and Luke. That is an utterly absurd de- 
mand. From the nature of the case Jesus could not 
Say anything on that subject. But when only twelve 
years old he does reveal a consciousness that God is 
his Father in a peculiar sense (Luke 2:49). He 
often insisted on this point (John 5:18; 8:19; 10: 
25) in a way to enrage his enemies, who finally ac- 
cused him of blasphemy for this very thing (Matt. 
26: 63f.). . 

It is not claimed that all the difficulty concern- 
ing the Virgin Birth of Jesus has been removed. We 
live in a world that has recovered the sense of won- 


der. The greatness of God overshadows all. The dis- 
covery of radium has made men of science humble. 
Astronomy has enlarged our ideas of God, Einstein 
has modified Galileo and Newton. Scientists gaze 
into the heavens With fresh awe. If light is sub- 
ject to the law of gravitation, spirit and matter are 
not far apart. And even men to-day can fly in the 
air. Loeb claims that by artificial stimulus he has 
made fertile infertile eggs of some forms of sea-life 
(the gig any If-Loeb can do this, cannot God? 
“God laid his hand on the deepest spring of man’s 
being when His Son came to us ‘conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.’”? All things 
considered, it seems to me that the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus is overwhelmingly attested. We have seen 
the strength~of the witness of Luke and the. indepen- 
dent testimony of Matthew. John’s Gospel really 
supports them. There is nothing contrary to this 
view in the New Testament save the erroneous read- 
ing of the Sinaitic Syriac for Matthew 1:16, which 
is ae contradicted by its own text for Matthew 
1: 18-20. 

But the question goes deeper than the witness of 
documents or the interpretation of Luke. Carpenter§ 
puts it fairly: “Matters of this sort, involving belief 
or disbelief in the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, are 
not determined, and cannot be determined, by sheer 
literary and historical criticism.” 

We are confronted by the fact of Christ, the most 
tremendous fact in human- history. All efforts to 
prove that Jesus never lived, but is a myth, have 
failed signally. All efforts to separate “Jesus” and 
“Christ” have likewise failed, from the days of 
Cerinthus with his “Aton Christ” coming- upon 
“Jesus” at his baptism to the recent “Jesus or Christ” 
controversy.2 The historic Jesus and the*Christ of 
faith confront us in Mark and in the Logia of Jesus, 
our earliest known documents concerning Jesus. Be- 
sides, Christianity is the vital force for human uplift 
in the world. Christ to-day is the hope of the race. 

Thinking men have to account for the fact and 
the force of Christ. We have the view of Luke. It 
does account for the phenomenon of Jesus, If we 
reject it, we must have an alternative view. Car- 
penter!® has no doubt that the “Incarnation principle 
is more clearly exhibited in the doctrine of a Virgin 
Birth than in any other.” For myself I cannot con- 
ceive of a real Incarnation of God in any other way. 
Some men think that they can conctive of an In- 
carnation of God in Jesus even if Joseph was his 
actual father. They are certainly honest in their view, 
but it does not satisfy one. It greatly increases the 
difficulties for me. Sir W. E Barrett!4 quotes 
F. C. S. Schiller as saying: “A mind unwilling to 
believe, or even undesirous t6 believe, our weighti- 
est evidence must ever fail to impress. It will in- 
sist on taking the evidence in bits and rejecting item 
by item. The man who announces his intention of 
waiting until a single bit of absolutely conclusive 
evidence turns up, is really a man not open to con- 
viction, and if he be a logician, he knows it.” 

The testimony of Luke concerning’ the Virgin 
Birth of Jesus is part of the larger problem of 
Jesus as the Son of God in human flesh. That ques- 
tion raises the greatest of all issues, the fact and the 
nature of God, of man, of sin, of redemption, of 
law, of miracles, of life, of matter, of spirit. The 
angel Gabriel said to Mary: “Wherefore also that 
which is to be born shall be called holy” (Luke 1: 
35). Peter says that “he did no sin” (1 Peter 2: 
22): John asserts that “in him was no sin” (1 John 
3:5). Paul declares that “he knew no sin” (2 Cor. 

:21).. The author of Hebrews (4:15) says that 
Jesus was “without sin.” Jesus himself claimed sin- 
essness (John 8:46). “This problem of an abso- 
lutely Holy One in our sinful humanity: How did it 





1Orr, “The Virgin Birth of Jesus,” p. 181; **Date of the 
Acts and the Synoptic Gospels,” p. 156; *Carpenter, “Chris- 
tianity According to S. Luke,” p. 166; ““Bearing of Re- 
cent Discovery,” p. 226; "Ramsay, “Luke the Physician,” p. 13, 
cf., p. 255; Op. Cit., p. 168; "Father Paul Bull, “God and Our 
Soldiers,” p. 244; ‘Christianity’ According to S. Luke,” 


p. 158; ®Cf. Hibbert Journal Supplement for 1909; Op. Cit., 
p. 1s9; “Preface to “On the Threshold of the Unseen”; 
“Orr, “The Virgin Birth of Christ,” p. 191; “Apologetics, 
P. 410. 
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come about? Can nature explain it?”42 Bruce!3 
has the answer: “A sinless man is as much a miracle 
in the moral world as a Virgin Birth is a miracle in 
the physical world.” It remains true that the only 
adequate explanation of the whole truth about Jesus 
lies in the interpretation given by Luke in the open- 
ing aptess of his Gospel. This view of Luke the phy- 
sician holds the field to-day in the full glare of 
modern science and historical research, 
Louisvitte, Ky. 








The Victorious Life 




















Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


- The Pacific Coast Conference 


Th popular all-year-round seashore resort of 
Long Beach was the place of meeting for the 
third annual Victorious Life Conference to be held 
in southern California. Last year the conference 
was held in the attractive little college town of Whit- 
tier, and the conference workers from the East were 
Dr. Griffith Thomas and Mr. Trumbull, who are 
now working together in the Far East. Dr. Ramsay 
and Mr. MeQuilkin, after the conference at Pacific 
Grove in northern California, came on to conduct 
the conference the last week of June at Long Beach. 

These three conferences on the Pacific Coast this 
summer are but an indication of the urgent call in 
literally dozens of towns and cities in California 
and the Northwest for the holding of Victorious 
Life Conferences through the year as well as in the 
summer. At the conference at Long Beach repre- 
sentatives from a number of towns in California were 
asking that the message be brought to their home 
constituency. Prayer is urgently desired that a 
suitable center for the Pacific Const may be found for 
the summer gathering for all California. 

As” usual in southern California the automobiles 
brought their groups of conference delegates who 
might stay for one or two or more days. The trains 
and buses from Los Angeles and other near-by 
points brought their quota, while Long Beach itself 
furnished large numbers, particularly at the Sunday 
services. Of the several thousands who attended one 
or more services a small proportion remained right 
through the conference. Yet the conference pro- 
gram had a remarkable unity, and the power of the 
Spirit was evidenced in practically all of the sixty- 
three meetings that were held during the eight days. 

In addition to these sixty-three meetings, which 
included the seven o’clock morning prayer service and 
the prayer groups at the close of the evening services, 
were the meetings with individuals, and ‘little groups 
were gathered together in twos or threes or in 
twenties or thirties at the close of the meetings learn- 
ing how to get victory and also how to pass the mes- 
sage on to others, 

Among those who attended every session of the 
conference was a Hebrew Christian ‘who was zealous 
for the Lord, but in bondage and doubt. Her idea 
of God had been that of a great big policeman with 
a club ready to punish her for every offense, and 
from this impression she was not wholly free. So 
complicated were the puzzles and questions in her 
keen intellect that the simplicity of the step of faith 
seemed almost foolish. But she surrendered it all 
to the Lord and took that step of faith, believing 
just then that she had the peace and joy and victory 
and the answer to every problem of her life. Then 
how God blessed her radiant testimony! Scarcely 
could she keep still in the testimony meetings, and 
always spoke with blessing. So great was the trans- 
formation in her troubled, burdened, confused face 
that some one referred to her as “the warbler.” Dr. 
Ransey had spoken of God’s plan to take the “wobble” 
out and put the “warble” in. 

God’s results are always individual, and so the re- 
sults of the Spirit’s work in these conferences are 
results in individual lives, Possibly a hundred or 
more gave definite testimony in the meetings, or in 
personal word or in letters, to just as definite trans- 
formation as these that have been mentioned; while 
many others were blessed and encouraged in their 
Christian life. Not a small part of the new vision 
that came was through the mission groups conducted 
each day by Dr. Whiting, of Korea, Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Hinkey, of China, Miss Coway, of India, and 
Miss Slater, of Africa. 

A number of other missionaries also took part in 
the two notable missionary rallies, in which about 
thirty young people volunteered for the mission fiefd. 
Nearly three hundred dollars were contributed for 
Victorious Life Conferences in the mission field, par- 
ticularly for the conferences that are being planned 
for Central America in the fall of this year. 


Central American Conferences.—At the urgent in- 
vitation of all the missionaries of Central America, 
it is hoped that two workers may be sent to conduct 
Victorious Life Conferences in -that much neglected 
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mission field this coming fall. These conferences 
must needs be supported by the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people in America, and the Council is now 
awaiting ee ’s seal upon the plans for the furnish- 
ing of the funds. A number of offerings have been 
made, but there remains perhaps $2,000 to be provided 
to cover the cost of the trip. 


ye 
How God Estimated the Temple 
By Mary L. Sperry 


N A study of Solomon’s Temple I was forced to 

a realization of how different was God’s estimate 

of the temple from that which I had always held, 
and it was the tabernacle of ‘the wilderness journey 
which was God’s gift to Israel, rather than the gor- 
geous building of Selomon’s erection. 

The gift of thie tabernacle was entirely on God’s in- 
itiative while the temple was proposed by man, and 
when David offered to_build it God discouraged the 
suggestion; saying tha,he needed no house in which 
to dwell, and that the. “house” which he would build 
for David was of far deeper import than any house 
which David could erect for God. Not only was 
the tabernacle built under God’s initiative, but also 
under God’s rei Israel was a theocracy while they 
worshiped in the tabernacle, but when the temple 
was built Israel was a monarchy, under a human 
king, because of their own choice. 

he design of the tabernacle was God’s also in 
every minutest detail, and he insisted that in no slight- 
est particular should it differ from “the pattern shown 
in the mount” to Moses. The design of the temple 
was God’s only in broad outline. 

In the construction of the tabernacle, the mate- 
rials used were the: free will offerings of God’s own 
people, and the work was all done by them, freely 
and willingly. Where special skill was needed, in the 
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artistic yecties of metal, or embroidering of hang- 
ings, and the like, God gave inspiration and empower- 
ing to certain men whom he called for that purpose 
(Exod. 31:6; 35: 30-35; 36:1). In the construc- 
tion of the temple the materials were purchased from 
and the workmen supplied by a heathen king. 

In appearance the exterior of the tabernacle was un- 
attractive (no beauty that might be desired, Isaiah 
$e; 2), the outermost covering was of badgers’ skins. 

ithin it was glorious with the gleam of gold, silver, 
and brass, and with the wondrous colors of the hang- 
ings and embroideries, revealed and illumined by the 
divine light of God’s presence, no other light being 
permitted to enter. The temple in its outward ap- 
pearance was no less ostentatious and magnificent 
than the interior. Its light came from without, 
through windows, the Holy of Holies alone being 
illumined by the shekinah glory. 

The furnishings and vessels of the tabernacle were 
all fashioned after a pattern given by God and exe- 
cuted under his supervision. These were preserved 
for, and used in, the temple. 

As we study the tabernacle under the guidance of 
God’s Spirit, we find everywhere wonderful sugges- 
tion and significance; every detail pointing to some 
phase of Christ’s character and mission. In the 
temple we find this true only in the measure that it 
resembled the tabernacle. 

It would seem that in repudiating God -as their 
sovereign and choosing instead a human ruler, Israel 
also repudiated the tabernacle and substituted the 
temple; a structure more calculated to attract the 
notice and admiration of the heathen nations, giving 
Israel a greater prestige in their eyes. 

Just as God, under protest, accepted and used the 
kingdom, so he accepted and used the temple, but 
both failed and were destroyed, to be replaced, when 
Israel shall again turn to the Lord, by a kingdom 
and temple which shall be wholly of God. 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 





Is the Boy a Problem or a Possibility? 


Which of the class methods are you using in order to give a 
practical answer to this question ? 








present problem, and as such he has been tol- 

erated with as much patience as good folks have 
been able to exercise. Much of the discussion of the 
boy as a problem has overlooked the important fact 
that the bey is also a great possibility. Direct his 
energy aright, and the boy can do wonders for 
others, which will also be a source of helpfulness 
to him. This was sufficiently demonstrated during 
the recent war, when the Boy Scouts and other or- 
ganizations of lads gave material help to the nation. 

When Dr. Chalmers was starting his home mis- 
sion crusade in Glasgow, a troublesome boy was 
brought to his notice. This boy, like those of his 
kind, was the disturbing element in an entire class. 
“What shall we do with him?” was the question. 

“Give the laddie something to do,” wds the wise 
answer of Dr. Chalmers. ‘Then he gave the lad 
thé task of snuffing the candles. It was a needed 
service in those days when candles furnished artificial 
light; and the guidance of Chalmers was most tact- 

‘ful. The boy’s interest was won, and he became a 
keen supporter of the mission. 

Place some responsibility on the boy, and he will 
usually respond. Deal with him wisely, and you'll 
find that in the cheerful exercise of service and the 
willingness to assume responsibility he will cease to 
x , cariaaentiadlamnats J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 


"Tore boy has long been discussed as an ever- 
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The Fascination of Breaking the Seals 


M* BOYS were growing careless about perfect 
attendance, with the coming of warm weather. 
So when a certain hot Sunday found but five boys 
out I presented a neat box sealed with twelve seals 
or small gilt stars. I announced that there was a 
surprise in that box, and it could only be revealed 
by breaking the seals, Every boy out the follow- 
ing Sunday could break a seal, but for every boy 
absent we would put on a new seal. There were 
twelve boys in the class, and it only took two Sundays 
to get the reward inside the box, which proved to 
be a fifteen-cent wall map that we had been want- 


ing. 

Besides the map there was another box, sealed this 
time with thirty-six seals. This box was opened 
in just three weeks, not a boy being absent for three 
Sundays. This time the reward was a felt pennant, 
which I had made myself at a cost of twenty-five 
cents. 

There was also another box, this time sealed with 
fifty-two seals. I said nothing about it, but of course 
the class could not win this reward within five weeks, 
because even if every boy was there four weeks there 
would still be four seals left to break on the fifth 
Sunday unless they secured some new members. 





They thought of this, however, and the next Sunday 
found a new. boy in the class, and he .was followed 
a week later by two more, so that the boys had the 
satisfaction of winning their fifty-cent flag in just 
four weeks, even though one boy missed twice in 
that time. 

Inside the box with the flag was a small box sealed 
with just thirty seals. I explained that if every 
boy was there the following two Sundays the box 
would be opened, and each boy would receive a per- 
sonal reward. They got their rewards—every boy 
of the fifteen,—and it proved to be a class button. 
By that time the summer was over, and we started 
into the autumn months so enthusiastic about the 
class that I felt we would have little trouble about 
eee from then on.—Jennie E. Stewart, Boulder, 

ol. 


Why They Named Themselves 
° “Live Wires” 


HE Sunday-school superintendent had tried one 

teacher after another, but all had given up in 
despair; at last the pastor of the church went to a 
woman, a member of his church, who had been a 
teacher in the public schools for years, and laid the 
case before her. She took the matter under prayer- 
ful consideration, and because she loved boys and 
was a conscientious follower of the meek ard lowly 
Jesus, she decided to teach the class, whose ages 
ranged from ten to fifteen years, 

She built up the class from seven members to twenty 
members, and succeeded not only in interesting and 
retaining the boys in Sunday-school, but through her 
influence twelve of the boys were converted and 
became earnest Christian workers inside of the next 
three years. At the close of five years of continuous 
service as teacher of this class, she moved to another 
state. 

It was a sad day for pupils and teacher when the 
parting hour came. The boys all testified to the 
influence the teacher’s wise counsels had over them, 
and also referred to her consistent daily life as an 
element for good in the upbuilding of their char- 
acters. In the three years immediately following 
her removal from the state the lady received letters 
from different members of the class, all testifying 
to the permanent good accomplished by her faithful, 
conscientious teaching. 

The first thing the teacher did to stimulate inter- 
est in her class was to ask the boys to suggest a 
suitable name for the class. After talking about 
the different names suggested, a class vote resulted 
in a choice of “Live Wires.” The teacher then re- 
minded the boys that they would have to be up and 
doing along all lines to deserve that name. The 
class then resolved itself in a business meeting and 
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elected officers. Then they vated to meet every two 
weeks, on Friday night, at the home of the teacher. 

These meetings were conducted by the boys, and 
consisted of a short literary program, followed by 
a live wire business meeting, after which a social 
half-hour was enjoyed by all. Of their own accord 
the boys appointed a committee on sick, poor, and 
strangers, and called for a report every meeting. 
In this way they did a grec deal of practical char- 
ity work. Once a month they held a review of the 
Sunday+school lessons for that month, and that 
enabled them to make a success of Review Sunday. 

The teacher always appointed one or more of the 
boys, a week in advance, to prepare the lesson story 
for the following Sunday. She appointed ‘others to 
look up the daily readings and report the next Sun- 
day. Some were asked to describe the Bible char- 
acters mentioned in each lesson, so each one had 
some special preparation to make for the lesson, 
and he took pride in doing his best. The boys were 
encouraged to ask intelligent questions on the lesson, 
and sometimes the teacher prepared questions for 
a written review of a month’s lessons or of 4 quar- 
ter’s lessons. Then the teacher or one of the boys 
would link the lesson of the day to the everyday life 
of the pupils, and show what practical lesson they 
could learn from it. In this way the boys were 
led to see the connection between the Sunday-school 
lessons and the practical realities of life. 

Acting on the adage that “all work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy” the teacher would arrange 
for picnics, nutting pose. and various other jaunts 
for pleasure, and thus, by being sympathetic with 
boy-nature, this teacher acquired a power for 
good over her pupils—Helen S. Taff, Leavenworth, 

an. 


4 
Putting Wiggling Boys to Work 


Be you see them? I feel sure every Junior Sun- 
day-school teacher can. James has hidden Dean’s 
hat. Theodore. has pinched Jack’s arm, and Jack 
is vainly trying to retaliate, while all the other 
Johnnies and Tommies are squirming and -wriggling 
with one eye on myself and the other on the youth- 
ful offenders. * 

At times I have felt like giving up and going back 
to the Bible class, but I hate to show the white 
feather, and instead I set out to find a solution. Please 
don’t think those boys were bad, for they were not; 
they were good, and I knew it was just their exuber- 
ant spirits trying to find an outlet. 

Knowing the busy classes are the successful ones, 
I began by setting them to work. 

One of the things I did was writing questions on 
slips of paper and distributing them one Sunday to 
be brought back the next Sunday, along with the 
answers, which they tried hard to find. One ques- 
tion in particular they could not find, — 

. “Find the description of our. Christmas tree in the 
ible.” 

Figuratively speaking, that put them up a tree. It 
surprised them to know there was a duplicate of our 
Christmas tree in Bible lands long ago, as found 
in Jeremiah 10: 3, 4. 

When the lesson was on “The Flood and the Rain- 
bow” we drew rainbows on sheets of white paper, 
colored with crayon. Of course they weren’t very 
much of a success, especially from an artist’s view- 
point, but they served to illustrate the lesson and to 
impress upon their minds that the world would never 
be destroyed by water again. 

Another time I cut strips of blotting paper one 
and one-half inches by eight inches, giving each child 
in class a strip, and keeping one myself. With these 
we made bookmarks by bending over one end about 
two inches and bending the two corners so that 
the two-inch fold-over was pointed; on this fold 
we made a copy of the Bible with the words “Do — 
HEAR” printed upon, it, and above the Bible was writ- 
ten James 1: 22. , 

I try to teach the lesson in a manner that will im- 
press the main facts upon the boys’ minds. Then 
sometimes I outline the lesson on slips of paper 
similar to this: 


acl 





Persons was 
done 


= 











I give these slips to some of. the pupils to fill out 
for the next Sunday’s lesson.’ I ask another to come 
to class prepared to tell the lesson story, and yet 
another to explain the lesson picture. 

I try to have each one learn the memory text, and 
where it is found in the Bible, and by whom it was 
spoken. This seems like a good plan, as very often 
they learn the words, but give very little heed to 
anything else. 2 

By interesting herself in her pupils the teacher 
knows what each one is capable of doing, and will 
assign the different parts accordingly, and if she has 
tact in dealing with them the wriggling and squirm- 
ing will vanish, and you wilt find them sitting on 
the very edges of their seats on the qui vive to know 
what is coming next, each one eager to “do his bit.” 
—Mrs. Robert Edwards, Colver, Pa. 























Lesson for September 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66 
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LESSON Io. SEPTEMBER 5. THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 


i Kings 5:1 to 8: 66 


Golden Text.— My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.— Isa. 56 : 7 
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The Lesson Pilot 
. By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


6“ HAT would become of us if theré Was fio 
church here?” was the pathetic question 
of the little boy who had been remembered 

in an hour of need by a very eerecee gift from 

the church (Illustration Round-Table, 3). Are peo- 
ple. in your community saying that about your church? 


Our Background Material 


Four earthly temples are spoken of in Scripture. 
The first is Solomon’s, about which we are studying 
to-day. Dr. Thomas in his first paragraph gives 
the date of its building. It was destroyed by the 
Babylonians about 587 B. C. (2 Kings 25:8, 9). 

The ‘second* was Zerubbabel’s temple, the rebuild- 
ing of which was begun 534 B. C., and named after the 
ruler of the exiles who returned from Babylon (Ezra 
5:2), and finished about 519 B. C. (Ezra 6: 15-18). 
This temple was not to be compared with Solomon’s 
in magnificence. 

Herod’s temple was erected on a grander scale than 
Zerubbabel’s, beginning about 20 B. C.; and was 
completed A. D. It was not finished in the 
life-time of ‘our Lord, and his statement in John 2: 
20 is all the more significant when read in the light 
of this fact. Herod’s temple was destroyed by Titus 
A. D. 70. The Mosque of Omar stands on its site. 

Ezekiel’s temple is to be built when Israel is re- 
established in the land during the kingdom age (Ezek. 
40:5 to :31). James referred to it in the 
Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:16, 17). 

The immense foundations of great hewn stones 
upon which Solomon’s temple was built remain till 
this day under the Mosque of Omar, and are called 
Haram-esh-Sheren. One stone alone is thirty-eight 
feet, nine inches long, the chief corner-stone of the 
massive walls. Recent explorations discovered cer- 
tain remarkable marks, “The ‘writings,’ either painted 
on or cut into stone at a depth of about eighty feet.” 
They are Phoenician, They are partly letters, partly 
numerals, and partly special mason’s or quarry signs! 
Thus these stones bear wonderful archeological testi- 
mony to the Bible’s story of Hiram’s help. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
. quickly locating the references. 

This is a lesson that cannot be taught by an “ill- 
prepared teacher. While Solomon’s temple was not 
as imposing as many masterpieces of architecture in 
ancient and modern times .(Dr. Thomas, III, 4), 
nevertheless there surely was a splendor about it 
with its huge stones, its fragrant cedar wood, and its 
overlaid gold. Are you familiar enough with it to 
employ the law of vividness, as Dr. Ellis suggests, by 
drawing a word picture of it, and the ceremony of its 
dedication? But it is not best to depend merely on a 
word picture. If it is possible to secure good pic- 
tures of the temple, this should by all means be done, 
as Mrs. Askew suggests (1). 

Why the teacher should familiarize himself with 
the parallel account of the temple building in 2 Chron- 
icles is pointed out by Dr. Thomas (II, 3). 

There is so much ground to cover in the chapters 
selected for this lesson that the general theme of 
study suggested by Mrs: Askew in the box, just 
under -the title, “My Class of Girls,” is a good one 
to follow. It might not be amiss to insert between 
her second and third heads another, “Temple Symbol- 
ism.” Is there so much of man himself in this temple 
that it is less meaningful than the tabernacle in the 
wilderness? This point is considered in the side-light 
on page 456, “How God Estimated the Temple.” 

The site was a historic spot. On Mount Moriah 
Abraham offered up Isaac, the wonderful type of Him 
whose atoning death the temple sacrifices fore- 
shadowed (Gen. 22:2). How David secured the 
threshing floor of ‘Araunak is pointed out by Mrs. 
Askew (2, and preceding). Jerusalem was built in 
three valleys, radiating from a point southeast in a 
northwestward direction. Between the valley of the 
Kidron and the Tyropoeon valley stands Mount 
Moriah. To the west Zion is included between the 
Tyropoeon valley and the valley of Hinnom, and the 
arger part of the city of Jerusalem is built on’ it. 
In our Lord’s day the temple was reached by a bridge 
to Mount Moriah over the Tyropoeon valley from 
Mount Zion. 

Taking a cubit to be eighteen inches, the temple 
was sixty cubits (or ninety feet) long, twenty cubits 
i thirty feet) wide, and thirty cubits (or forty- 
ve feet) high (1 Kings 6:2). The porch locking 





Devotional : Psal , 
Addhaonal M 7 ior Teaches : 2 Chiron. 9:2 to 3:17, 
Primacy Toot Mi : I Kings 8°: I-11, 





Memory Verse: I was glad when they said tinto me, Let us 
less f unto the house of Jehovah.— Psalm 122; 1. 

7 came Saleem ings 8 ; 1-11. 

Memory Verse: Neh. 10:39 (We will not, etc.). 
latermediate and Senior Topic: Putting our Best into the House 


of God. 
Tesigipe ous Posgle end Adal: The Value of a House of 
Additional Material: x Kings 8 : 27-53; Psalm 122. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 8: 1-11 


Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all 
- the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers’ houses 
of the children of: Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, 
to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the 
city of David, which is Zion. 2 And all the men of Israel 
assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast, in 
thé month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3 And 
all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the 
ark; 4 And they, brought up the ark of Jehovah, and the 
tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in 
the Tent; even these did the priests and the Levites bring 
up. 5 And king Solomon and all the eongregation of Israel, 
that were assembled unto him, were with him before the 
ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be counted 
nor numbered for multitude. 6 And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto its place, into 
the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under 
the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread 
forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 
covered the ark and the staves thereof above. 8 And ‘the 
staves were so long that the ends of the staves were seen 
from the holy place before the oracle; but they were not 
seen without: and there they are unto this day. 9 There 
was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone which 
Moses put there at Horeb, “when Jehovah made a cove- 
nant with the children of Israel, when they came out of 
the land of Egypt. 10 And it came to pass, when the 
priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of Jehovah, 11 so that the priests could 
not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; for the 
glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah. 


10r, they drew out the staves, so that &c. *Or, where 
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€@ast was about thirty by fifteen (1 Kings 6:3), with 
two pillars (1 Kings 7:21) that Solomon named 
Jachin (“Jehovah shall establish”) and Boaz (“In 
Him is strength”), and these can be taken as symbols 
of the stability of the government of this earth dur- 
ing the glorious coming reign of Christ. 

The Holy Place, just west of the porch, was a room 
sixty by thirty, and perhaps thirty feet high. In the 
tabernacle there stood in the Holy Place the table of 
shewbread to the north, and the golden candlestick 
or lampstand to the southward, but Solomon seems 
to have multiplied these into ten tables and ten candle- 
sticks (2 Chron. 4:7, 8). 

The Holy of Holies of the temple is ‘alied 
the “oracle” (1 Kings 6:19, 20), and it was a cube 
of thirty feet. The veil separated it from the Holy 
Place. In it was the Ark of the Covenant, contain- 
ing now only the two tables of the Law. Dr. Thomas 
(I, 1) suggests why the pot of manna and Aaron’s 
rod that budded were no longer kept inside the ark. 
Mr. Ridgway (1) gives an original exegesis of this 
fact. The blossoming rod -of Aaron was the emblem 
of priestly grace which would accompany Israel on 
its wilderness journey, and manna reminded of the 
wilderness food. There was no longer need of these, 
but the Law is not missing, and it symbolizes the ad- 
ministration of righteousness which will be exercised 
by our Lord when he is king of all the earth in the 
Golden Age to come (1 Kings 8:9). 

To the north and south of the oracle were the 
chambers, three stories high, for the residence of the 
priests (1 Kings 6:5-10). Are these prophetic of 
our Lord’s word: “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions”? (John 14:1.) 

Should we attempt to make our church building 
splendid like the temple? The temple does suggest 
our own houses of God, but these perhaps should 
be modeled more largely after the simple synagogue. 
God met our ancestors in simple buildings. We do 
not need to make the church plain and bare while 
we live in brownstone fronts (Round-Table, 1; Dr. 
Smellie’s second paragraph.) But a golden mean 
of architecture and furnishing—between costly steeples 
ard barnlike buildings — may be found. The church 
edifice is in a sense a symrbol “of God’s special do- 
minion over men” (Dr. Smellie’s third paragraph; 
see also Dr. Thomas, III, 5). But a house for Je- 
or without Jehovah there is a tragedy (Mr. How- 
ard. 

The verse “Entering God’s Temple,” on page 462, 
interprets Solomon’s Spirit-given prayer. 





The Truth that Is Golden 


_ Men had to make pilgrimages in Old Testament 
times to meet God in his temple, but it is a truth 
so wonderful now that our bodies are the temple 
of the Triune God that we fail all too much to grasp 
it (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; John 4:24). God is the 
Architect of these temples, and makes the plans and 
epectfcetions before we are born (Psa. 139: 16). And 
this Architect never loses interest in his temples 
(Round-Table, 2). He wishes to live in them, but 
cannot if they are defiled with sin (1 Cor. 3: 16). 
Are our bodies real temples? 


Teaching Points 


The cedar for the temple was cut from Lebanon, 
floated on rafts from Sidon to Joppa, and carried 
thence to Jerusalem. The stones were cut and hewn 
at the quarries, so that there was no noise of the ham- 
mer in the building. The timber for the spiritual 
temple of the church is cut from nature’s standing, 
and goes down through the waters of death (Rom. 
6:11) before being builded into the temple of God 
(Eph. 2: 20-22); and stones hewed out of nature's 
quarry (Isa. 51:1) are cut and shaped for their 
places in this spiritual structure (the Lesson Car- 
toon, and the verse on tke first page). 

All the stone work was covered with cedar, 
and all the cedar with gold. The saved sinner is 
covered with Christ’s human and Divine righteous- 
ness (Luke 15:22; Phil 3:9). 

Solomon’s temple was built by Jews and Gentiles 
(1 Kings 5:1ff). The greater-than-Solomon’s tem- 
ple is built of Jews and Gentiles (1 Peter 2:5; Eph. 
2:20). 

On the lower reaches of Mount Moriah below the 
temple were the palace buildings, the dwellings of 
Solomon and his queen, prefiguring the future reign 
of Christ with his bride, the Church, over Israel and 
the world. - 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Where were the ark and the tabernacle before the 
building of the temple? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) ° 


Where were the brazen altar and laver located? 


What is the best way to build a house of God to- 
day? (Dr. Thomas, IIL, 4.) 


What is worship? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law oF Vivipness.—Other things equal, 
the most vivid impression’ will be the most last- 
ing and the most effective in response. 











toa lesson brings before us the building of oné 
of the most magnificent structures the world has 
even seen, together with its remarkable dedication. 
It offers to us therefore the opportunity of giving to 
our pupils not only an impression of the buildin 
through word description and picture, but as we 
an abiding impression of the impressiveness of the 
ceremonies of the dedication, which by implication 
will convey the lesson of the holiness of Jehovah 
and the sanctity of his worship. A good Bible dic- 
tionary will help us, especially ‘in interpreting the 
description which the Book gives in the several and 
full accounts; for of course we shall not limit our- 
selves to the bit of text selected out for the lesson 
helps, inasmuch as it deals only with the dedication 
and does not give us all of that. If the teacher will 
work diligently to get clearly before his own mind 
such an impression of both the scene and the service 
as will make it possible for him to aid the pupil in 
translating the descriptive phrases into vivid impres- 
sion he will be amply repaid, not only in his own 
grasp of the truth but in the greater interest and 
value which the lesson will have for the class. 

The day of dedication is full of sights and sounds 
and movement that should be visioned impressively 
until in imagination the pupils with the teacher stand 
in the midst of the assembled multitude, while the 
kneeling king with outstretched hands makes that 
wonderful prayer and the sacrifices go up in the smoke 
of the heaven-sent fire, and Jehovah comes down i 
the cloud of his glory to dwell in the most. holy 
place above the ark, which the priests and Levites 
with solemn tread and in stately procession had 
brought and placed beneath the cherubim. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D, 





Connection.—After God’s vision to Solomon comes 
the summary of the organization of his empire (4: 
1-28), and the reference to his wisdom and work 
(4: 20-34). A comparison should be made between 
the tabernacle (Exod 25: 5-40) and this temple, when 
it will be seen that each dimension in the former 
is doubled in the latter. The date, according to 
Beecher, is 1011 B. C ‘ 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Complete Preparation (§:1 to 6:383 7: 1-51). 
It is clear from these passages that Solomon made 
careful and thorough preparation for the great work 
that had to be done, fastead of two sanctuaries, 
there was now to be one only. The ark from Zion 
(2 Sam. 6: 12-17) and the tabernacle from Gibeon 
Mi Kings 3:4) were both brought to the new tem- 

The gathering was representative of all the 
ae and Jehovah manifested his approval of what 
was being done (8:6-11). When it is said that 
there was nothing in the ark except the two tables 
of stone (8:9), perhaps it meant that there was 
no longer need Pe the memorials of the wilderness 
life. olomon then proceeds to give what may be 
called a dedicatory address (8: 12-21), emphasizing 
the divine holiness. Henceforward the temple would 
be God’s permanent abode, and thus Solomon en- 
couraged the priests and instpucted the people as he 
dedicated the building. (1) 

The King’s Prayer (8:22-53). The prayer is so 
long and detailed that special attention should be 
given to its main features in order to see what Solo- 
mon meant. (1) First comes a reference to the di- 
vine character and revelation (vs. 22-26) as the basis 
of everything else that follows. Solomon thinks of 
God’s lovingkindness and tender mercy as exhibited 
in the past., (2) Then follows the definite prayer 
seeking for God’s presence and grace (vs. 27-30). 
The divine dwelling on earth in the temple is con- 
trasted with God’s omnipresence in the universe. (3) 
Then come special requests concerning several im- 
portant matters (vs, 31-53), and the way in which 
“when” and “if” are repeated with “then” is particu- 
larly noticeable. The prayer includes the thoughts of 
God’s righteousness and his mercy. (2) 

The Hearty Praise (vs. 54-61). Immediately after 
the petitions Solomon blessed God and bestowed his 
benediction on the assembled multitude. 


The Practical Proof (vs. 62-66). Sacrifices of 
consecration by the king and the people, and a festi- 
val of gladness covering two weeks, were the definite 
indication that both king and people realized the 
supreme importance of the occasion, and it is not 
surprising that there was gladness of heart (v. 66). 
Immediately Solomon’s* prayer was ended, Jehovah 
signified his acceptance (9: 1-9), and the new system 
of worship was thus completely and most encourag- 
ingly begun. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 100. A summons to 
praise very appropriate to the occasion of the dedi- 
cation af the Temple. 

(1) The first call, verses 1, 2; (2) the reason; 
<3 the second call, verse 4; (4) the reason, verse 


* sates —The Pulpit Commentary, 1 Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 5i fe % $2 a vol.; sold 
only in sets); Vol. 5 of Dr. A. B. Simpson’s “God 
in the Bible” (Alliance Publishing Co., New York, 
$1); Dr. C. S. Robinson’s “From Samuel to Solomon” 
(American Tract Society, New York, $1) ; the Anno- 
tated Bible (Joshua-Chronicles), by A. C. Gaebelein 
(Our Hope Publication Office, New York, $1.50). 


Ii. Additional Material for Teachers 

2 Chronicles 2:1 to 3:17. 

The passage in 2’ Chronicles 2:1 to 3:17 gives 
in tull detail the preparation of Solomon for the 
temple, and a careful comparison should be made 
with the narrative in Kings to see the points omitted 
in the latter, because Chronicles has its main interest 
and importance from the fact that it is written from 
the standpoint of the temple, the priesthood, and 
the worship. The parallel passages in regard to 
the actual dedication of the temple will be found in 
2 Chronicles 5:1 to 7:22, and these should also be 
carefully compared with the story given in Kings. 
It will be seen how one story supplements and am- 
plifies the other, and thus enables us to see more 
clearly what happened on this most important -oc- 
casion. (3) 


ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate. and Senior: Putting our Best into 
the House of God. Compared with other religious 
buildings, the temple was not of any great size, nor 
does it appear to have been associated with magnifi- 
cence or splendor. The thought beyond all else 
which dominated the occasion was the presence. of 

This was true of the tabernacle and was to 
be true of the temple, as a permanent embodiment 
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of the divine religion. We may see the same in 
Jesus Christ, who would not be in outward appear- 
ance any different from an ordinary Jew, and yet, 
as we know, he was none other than “God manifest 
in the flesh.” We are told that there was nothing 
special about him (Isa. 53:2), and yet we are also 
aware that only through him could man come to 
God (John 14:6). In our places ef worship to-day 
it is well for us to do our utmost to make every- 
thing satisfactory in appearauce and convenience. 
There is no reason why our places of worship should 
not be arranged in the best possible way, apart, of 
course, from luxury and waste. But the supréme 
thought must always be the presence of God and 
the fact that we gather together to worship him. 
Anything that distracts our mind from this is liable 
to cause apices) peril. And while we “put our 
best” into the House of God — liberality of gifts and 
thoroughness of service —the true “best” will always 
be ourselves as we go forward with the clear and 
definite purpose of meeting God. (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: The Value of a 
House of W orship. The word worship comes from 
“worth,” and it means “ascription of worth” to God. 
This-is the true attitude of the soul, and real worship 
means the outgoing of the soul 12 dependence on 
God and admiration of him; “thou art worthy” (Rev. 
4:11). The value of a house for the purpose of 
worship is recognized by all Christian people. In 
the first place, it is a witness for God and speaks to 
the Whole neighborhood of his presence and claim. 
No one can doubt the influence of a church building 
on a neighborhood which may otherwise be indif- 
ferent to God. The silent testimony is a coristant 
reminder. Then, too, the value of a place of wor- 
ship to those who belong to God is uniformly ap- 
preciated and acknowledged. The solemn exhorta- 
tion against “forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together” (Heb. 10: 25) shows the importance of 
united worship, and the way in which the words 
“with one accord” are found in Acts is another testi- 
mony to the same effect (1:14; 2:1, 46; 4:32). 
Every true believer will acknowl dge with thankful- 
ness the value of God’s House, God’s Day, and God’s 
Word, and his constant experience will be that of 
the Psalmist, “I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go unto the house of Jehovah” (122:1). (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The temple in erusalem was emphatically “a 
house of prayer” (Isa. 56:7), as may be seen from 
Solomon’s language at the dedication, This sug- 
gests the importance of prayer as the expression of 
ea” * 

. The Need of Prayer. Prayer means dependence 
inal God, desire for God, and delight in God. Man 
communicates with his fellows sometimes at long 
distances, and the telegraph, telephone, and airplane 
are helpful illustrations of what prayer can do in 
approaching God and making our desires known. It 
is one of the clear marks of the true Christian life 
that we shall pray; “behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9: 11): 
. 2. The Power of Prayer. Prayer does, much for 
the true believer. It makes the presence of God very 
real to him as he speaks to God. Then the power 
of God is experienced in answer to prayer. ‘The 
will of God becomes clear and unmistakable as the 
soul waits on God. Last of all, whatever God has 
for the believer to do becomes easy and delightful 
because in answer to prayer divine grace is given. 

3. The Secret of Prayer. ‘If prayer is to be a 
reality in’ our life it must be associated with the 
Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:18; Jude 20); it must be con- 
tinually founded on the Word of God as the author- 
ity and warrant; and it must avoid selfishness by 
constant intercession for others. When these. con- 
ditions are fulfilled and opportunities taken for prayer, 
both in private and public, the soul of the believer 
will come to know what it means to “pray without 
ceasing,” because these periods of prayer. will cul- 
tivate the spirit of prayer so that, as some one has 
said, “whatever may be the attitude of the body, the 
soul will always be on its knees.” 


V. Leading Questions 
Why was the tempie needed at this time? 
What are the three temples of Scripture? 
What one truth is common to all three temples? 
What are the chief features of Solonfon’s prayer? 
Why is there no temple in the vision of Revelation? 
Rt aang lies the power of united prayer and wor- 
ship? 
PHILADELPHIA. - ts 
we 
The House of God 


By the Rev. Alexander Smeitie, D.D. 


USKIN describes the Seven Lamps of Archi- 

tecture. First among the seven he places the 

Lamp, or Spirit, of Sacrifice. It is that, he 
says, which “prompts us to the offering of precious 
things, merely because they are precious.” Solomon 
presented his best to God. He built a house for his 
Lord which was exceeding magnifical. 


We are inexcusable, unless we do the same. ~It is 
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not the outward edifice, indeed, which should be our ° 


main concern. Dr, Stalke 
not require a very ornamental window to make the 
Stars visible”; and the church is the @indow in our 
human life from which we look out and see heaven. 


r say® truly that “it does 


One recalls those humble buildings in which our 


ancestors of a few centuries back, saintly men and 
gracious women, worshiped Sabbath by Sabbath. 
Little better than barns they seemed to common eyes, 
Their benches were rough. Their rafters were dingy. 
Yet those who gathered to them felt that they were 
joining the general assembly and church of the first- 
born. They were in the outcourts of glory, and’ the 
suburbs of the celestial city. . But there is something 
wrong, as Ruskin insists, if we have tesselated colors 


“on our own floors, and frescoed fancies on our own 


roofs, and gilded furniture in our chambers, and 
costly stones in our cabinets, while we leave the 
church with a bare wall and a~narrow door and a 
footworn sill. We are selfish and much to be blamed 
uate like Solomon, we bring our best to the house 
8) . 


But let us consider what the church stands for, 
and let us value it principally for its deep -and in- 
ward significance. It is the proof and demonstration 
of God's spiritual dominion over men. Just as the 
temple in Jerusalem was a palpable sign that He 
alone was the true king of Israel, so the church ren- 
ders plain and clear his Lordship over conscience 
and life. And now they are in the world, a company 
of his faithful people, to be his own epistle of com- 
mendation to men and women around them. 


This is the church which should evoke our rever- 
ence and affection, and the temple to which we should 
dedicate our ‘utmost and our best. What shall we 
do for it? What shall we give it? 


One of our gifts will be that of our worship. 
It is too common nowadays even. for Christians to 
absent themselves from the Church’s worship. They 
plead that, after the strain and toil of the week, they 
need the Sabbath for rest and recreation. Or 
they argue that they can read better sermons at 
home than any they can hear from the pulpit. But 
when we talk in this fashion, we are forgetting that 
the church is distinctively the House of God. We 
go to it to adore him, to thank and praise him, to meet 
personally and intimately with him. Not primarily 
to listen to the preacher, but to bow down before 
the Lord, to open all the rooms of our being to him, 
and to hear what he has to say to us —that is what 
should lead us to the holy ~ Mes And we cannot 
dispense with this worship. Sar own souls need it. 
It is their restoration, their refreshment. It lifts 
them into that unseen and eternal sphere which is 
their genuine home. It endows them afresh with the 
peace, the strength, and the sanctity which they can- 
not afford to lose. Our neighbors need it, too. How- 
ever profitably we might spend the sacred day by 
the fireside or in the fields, society round about us is 
not helped when we do so. Our brothers and sisters 
require God as much as we do, and by our example 
we must draw them to him, alluring to brighter 
worlds ‘and showing the way. 


A second gift we can bring the church is that of 
our service. When we resort to it, we find others 
there besides ourselves. It is a family, a fellowship, 
a gathering of-our kith and kin. We are in it for 
their welfare as certainly as for our own. There is 
no place where the law of love should be more con- 
spicuously obeyed than the church of Christ. Cold- 
ness and indifference, aloofness and pride and (caste, 
should be absolutely unknown within its gates. “Then 
none was for a party, and all were for the state,” 
Macaulay sings of a half-mythical era in ancient 
Rome; but the words ought to be literally and always 
true of the commonwealth of Christians. The church 
is a supreme school of individual learning and 
growth; but in large measure it is so because it is at 
the same time the noblest school of mutual helpful- 
ness and service. 


A third gift which we should lay on the altars of 
the church is that of witness. e€ cross its thres- 
hold, we linger within its precincts, particularly on 
one day of the week; but we are, in a very real sense, 
to carry it about with us through every day. Its mes- 
age is to abide with us, its influence is to dominate u 
its Lord is to hold us in thrall, wherever we go an 
whatever we do. And we are continually to be eager 
to promote its interests and to) widen its boundaries. 
“Oh, when I get there,” cried David Brainerd when 
he was within twelve days of the better country, “how 
will God’s dear church on earth be upon my mind!” 
But God’s dear church had been the master-light of 
all his seeing during his short lifetime in this world; 
he had borne it on his heart, had prayed for its pros- 
perity till the sweat ran down his body and he could 
not stand upright, had spent and been spent that he 
might stablish and strengthen and settle it. This 
is what the church should get from us—thé con- 
sistent, constraining, conquering witness of those 
who are children of God without rebuke in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, who shine as 
lights in the world, and who hold forth to every one 
the Word of Life. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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_ that is not true. 











Lesson for September 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:6 


. The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Team-Work.—King Solomon and all 
the congregation ... were with him 
(v. 5). “United we stand.” Nehemiah, 
that other wise one, was able to begin 
the restoration of the nation Solomon 
started down hill because all the people 
had a mind to work (Neh. 4:6). One 
of the eafly discoveries of Solomon’s 
wisdom was the momentum of team- 
work. Nowadays we sometimes call this 
“morale.” In the Great War the object 
of enemy propaganda was to spoil the 
other fellow’s “morale.” Immense sums 
were spent for this. Italy went almost 
to pieces under it on the Isonso. Our 
satanic enemy carries on just as subtle 
a propaganda to destroy the “morale” 
(drop the e if you like) of the “On- 
Seed: Christian Soldiers.” And many 
an “Italy” has gone to pieces on the 
“Isonso.” Of course David had gathered 
the materials and the treasure, but Solo- 
mon could never have created the most 
lovely structure ever built by man un- 
less he had all the people with him. No 
noble art ‘is ever produced in strife. 
Noble art is produced by noble ~—— 
And noble people do not wrangle. The 
exquisite Spanish cathedrals and the 
Alhambra did not come out of the Moor- 
ish wars. Burgos was old when the Cid 
went there for the inspiration to save 
Europe from the Moslem. When we 
want things to go we must all get to- 
gether, both in church and state. Amer- 
ica is the only proud nation on earth 
made up of forty-eight proud “nations” 
(did you ever Kear a Yankee, a West- 
erner, or a Southerner “blow” about 
“our state”’?). The secret of America’s 
unity and strength is America’s religion. 


Cc S —There ry are unto 
this day (v. 8). TE heard a fellow say 
one day, “If you read it in the Bible 
it is true.” ell, here is a statement 
But it was true when 
written. “All that a man hath . will 
he give for his life” is another state- 
ment that is not true, and yet it is in 
the Bible. When I was a boy in Sunday- 
school, passages like these gave me much 
trouble. Some faithful teacher had in- 
stilled into my youthful mind that the 
Bible words were unquestionable. The 
“day” of creation was sun-up to sun- 
down. That the sun did move, or it 
could not have stood still. And many 
others. When I went away to college 
and got in with Dr. Joseph Leidy, the 
great naturalist, and with Spencer, Hux- 
ley, and the other scientists, I got a 
bump and an upset that almost landed 
‘me hopeless in the ditch. All of which 
could have been saved by a little knowl- 
edge and common sense. When this 
big locomotive is understood, it is a 
simple and obvious thing. Just some 
steam pushing a block of iron back 
aud forth in a hole. When this light- 
ing system is understood, it is a sim- 
ple and obvious thing. Just swinging a 
block of iron across another block of 
iron that has magnetism in it. The mys- 
tery-of the sunshine of the coal working 
through the boiling water and the mys- 
tery of the what-is-it we call electricity, 
working through the spinning iron, is 
as unexplainable as the Holy Spirit 
working through the old Book. We take 
good horse sense and everyday wit when 
we go into engineering, and have no 
trouble. If we take the same equip- 
ment when we go into religion we shall 
find the old Book just as easy to grasp 
as the steam boiler, and as easy to use 
as the electric cooker (Matt. 11:25; 
Psa. 119: 105). 


In Maine.—There was nothing in the 
ark save the two tables of stone (v. 9). 
It is August 1, 1918, and the second bat- 
tle of the Marne is being fought. I 
am sitting upon a house-top at Camden, 
Maine, on the last day of my vacation. 
The-day is perfect, and there is spread 
out before me the most beautiful land- 
scape of mountain and sea the eye ever 
looked upon: Away off yonder is Mount 
Desert in a pearly haze, and all around 
the bay lie the emerald isles and prom- 
ontories. Here at my feet are the 
tops of the pines and arbor-vitae. Keep- 
ing watch over all is big Mount Battie. 
Thus God has filled the coast with beauty 
spots in which he wishes his children 





to live lovingly with. one another and 
be happy. ut suppose the folks of 
Camden should get hungry for money 
and cut off these beautiful trees (wood 
is now $13, a cord), and should turn 
the mountain sides into ugly quarries 
(limestone is now $5 a ton), who would 
want to come to Camden? Camden folks 
take care of Camden. Even the sides 
of the roads are velyety lawns, and 
they love their trees as they love their 
friends. But these Hebrews did not 
take care of the most precious and most 
beautiful things God had. given them, 
and at this time everything was gone 
but the .ten commandments, and soon 
these too disappeared for ever. All 
around this Maine coast are the mag- 
nificent homes of summer visitors, They 
spend great sums on beautiful flower 
my and they are the toveliest ever. 

ut in three Sundays I have not seen 
many of Camden summerites at our 
Y. M. C. 4., Sunday-school, and church 
gatherings.. And in some summer places 
even the ten commandments, especially 
ithe fifth, have become lost. God help 
America when the “ark” becomes empty ! 
(Neh. 13:17, 18; Isa. 56:2, 6, 7.) (1) 

CoaTEsvVILLE, Pa. 


Reading Suggestions on the — 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on the 

lesson of September 19, “Evils of Intem- 

perance” (Prov. 23: 19-21, 29-35), will be 
found useful. , 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishergy and will be found, two we¢ks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. The Pulpit Commentary on Proverbs 
(Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 
a vol.; sold only in sets). 

Il. Although the map of our country is now 
“all white,” there is still much need for teach- 
ing on the subject of temperance, whether 
in drinking, smoking, or eating. The follow- 
ing cards and tracts are published on these 
subjects by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia: Bur- 
bank Temperance Card, with or without 
pledge, 15 cts. a doz., $r a 100, or 2 cts. 
each. Judge Lindsay’s Temperance Declara- 
tion, 10 cts. a doz., 75 cts. a 100, or 2 cts. 
each. “The Boy in the Bible and Another 
Boy” (Temperance Service in Story and 
Song), 5 cts. each. “Why Mr. Daniels Issued 
the Wine Mess Order,” 30 cts. a doz., $2 a 
too, Or 3 cts. each. “Science’s Exposure 
of Alcohol’s Frauds,” 60 cts. a doz., 6 cts. 
each. “What a Physician Sees in the Cigar- 
ette,” 30 cts. a doz., a 100, or 3 cts. each. 
“Tobacco as a Physician Sees It,” 40 cts a 
doz., $3 a 100, or 4 cts. each. “Ask Dad —He 
Knows,” 30 cts. a doz., $2 a 100, or 3 cts. 
each. There are also three supplemental Sun- 
day-school Temperance Lessons with reading 
exercises for the school; $t a 100, or 2 cts. 
each, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ive cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for tlie best one each week. 

Illustrations. on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15¢@ words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

He had Heard it Before.—I purpose 
to build a house for the name of Jehovah 
my God (5:5). A certain priest was 
once riding in a street-car in New York, 
and in passing a very handsome church 
a fellow-passenger turned to him and 
said, “If these Christians would stop 
building fine churches and give the 
money to the poor, it would be much 
more to their credit.” “I’ve heard a 
similar remark before,” was the quiet 
rejoinder. “Indeed! And by whom, 








may I ask?” “Judas Iscariot!” was the 
answer.—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 


Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 
Consulting the Architect.—Concern- 





ing this house which thou art building, 
if thou wilt walk in my Statutes .. 
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then will I establish my word with thee 
(6:12). An architect complains that 
many of his clients come and ask him to 
design a house for them, only to let him 
speedily discover that they have already 
ay agen it for themselves, What they 
really want is the sanction of their own 
plan, and the satisfaction of seeing him 
draw on paper what they have fully in 
their own minds, In very’ much the 
sathe fashion we often go to the Great 
Architect with our lives. We ask for wis- 
dom and guidance, like Solomon; but 
we have already planned how we will 
build our fortunes and shape our course; 
and it is not his way we are seeking, but 
his aagrone of ours.—From the pees 
School Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. 
Haslam, BD., Oswaldtwistle, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. The prize for this week is 
awarded io this illustration. (2) 


His Congregation.—The glory of Je- 
hovah filled the house of Jehovah (8: 
11). It is recorded that Bishop West- 
cott, when he was Canon of Peterbor- 
ough, went out one day to conduct morn- 
ing prayers in the cathedral. It was a 
very wet, stormy morning, and the only 
person present with him was an old 
verger. When he got back home, his 
daughter asked, “Anybody there?” And 
the Canon answered, very quietly, “Full 
—full!” He had seen the Lord, high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple.— From the Sunday at Home. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Life Radiant.—The glory of Jehovah 
ang the house of Jehovah (v. 11). 

or many years one of the most notice- 
able 7 on the platform of the Kes- 
wick Convention was the Rev. Francis 
Paynter. He garely spoke, though it 
was a benediction to be present on those 
occasions when he led the vast congre- 
gation in prevailing prayer; but for the 
most part he just sat there on the plat- 
form, and looked. ‘The glory of the Lord 
was written across his face as across 
that of very few saints. It was quite com- 
mon to hear a new attender ask, “Who 
is that on the platform with the glorious 
face?” Then, one day, Mr. Paynter was 
called into the immediate presence of the 
glory he so long had reflected, and shortly 
afterwards his biography came to be 
written. That biography had an arrest- 
ing title: those in the inner circle, who 
knew the departed saint well, could ap- 
preciate its supreme appropriateness, 
and even we who had merely glimpsed 
the glory from afar could not but pro- 
nounce it strikingly fitting. Mr. Payn- 
ter’s Life was entitled “Life Radiant.” 
—A personal recollection. Sent by Geo. 
Goodall, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 

“When I Get Big—”—/i was in thy 
heart to build a house for my name (v. 
18). One night I stood on the chapel 
steps with a nine-year-old boy. Work 
had been given his father, food and coal 
had been sent to his home. The old 
threadbare clothing which was worn by 
the boy and his sister had been replaced 
by complete outfits new and ee. 
The coat transformed the boy. t 
warmed him to the heart. “Say,” he 
said, “what would become of us if there 
wasn’t no church here?” His face 
lighted up and he laid his newly-mittened 
hand lovingly down on the brown stone. 
“When I get big,” he said, looking over 
at his sister, “I’ll build one down on 
Street, where there ain’t none.”— 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


Good Sermons, but—?—A house of 
prone (Golden Text). A minister who 
ad been very popular found his church 
gradually getting empty, and at last he 
called a meeting of the deatons to dis- 
cover the reason. After some discussion, 
one .old- man said: “God’s house is a 
house of prayer, and yet we never have 
prayer-meetings now. Your sermons 
are still good, sir, but the people must 
pray, or they will drift away.” So prayer- 
meetings were once more resumed, with 
the result that the minister now preaches 
to a crowded church of praying people. 





—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by Mrs. 
B. G. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, 
Eng. (4) 

oe $e 


Dr. Scofield’s latest word on prophecy 
may be had for. $1 from The Sunday 
.| School Times Company. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE BUILDING OF 
THE TEMPLE 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Boy Scouts will note with interest how 
trees figured in building the temple, at least 
four kinds of wood entering into its con- 
struction— cedar, fir, algum, and olive. 
Great stones were quarried, chiseled into 
shape and laid in the foundation and walls. 
Gold, silver, brass, and precious stones added 
ornamental beauty and finish. The etchings 
will guide to the sources of some of this 
material and turn up along with it some 
interesting bits of history. Solomon knew 
how to get what he wanted, and he used 
his wisdom to do an outstanding work 
for God. 

Clip scenes apart, as usual, distribute 
among pupils, and use to emphasize Solo- 
mon’s care to build well, to build strong, 
and to make beautiful the house for God’s 
indwelling. Draw the parallel as you pro- 
ceed—our bodies, temples for the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. 

Save scenes for Review. 








From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that we have been privileged 
to have a place in which thy name is honored. 
We thank thee for the privilege of worship, 
and of the holy memories that gather about 
the house of prayer and of praise. Give us, 
we pray thee, a true sense of what this 
meeting-place of thy children means to our 
homes and to our community and to our in- 
dividual lives. May we recognize that thou 
art indeed blessing us by thy presence in 
thy house of worship. May it be a holy 
and beautiful place to us, to which we turn 
with eagerness, and in which we find rest and 
refreshing as we wait before thee. In the 
name of the great Head of the church, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The church was 
filled with a great congregation, and 
all around the walls were names in elec- 
tric light—names of-those who had 
served that’ church in™ years gone by. 
These honored names were to be re- 
membered in the service, because the 
church was one hundred years old, and 
it was a great occasion on which the 
congregation had gathered. Back of the 
pulpit there was a stone arch over the 
silvery pipes of the organ, and on this 
arch was a trailing vine cut in relief 
from the stone. mong the branches 
of the vine were these words in the 
same beautiful carving: “I am the vine; 
ye are the branches.” High up at the 
very peak of the pointed arch was one 
name in electric light which gnly a few 
people in the church could read. It 
was in strange letters of the Hebrew 
language. It was‘a very short name, but 
one of the speakers on the platform that 
night in recognizing the wonderful work 
that had been done by those whose names 
were around the walls, pointed to this 
name and reminded the congregation 
that there was one name above every 
other that was remembered in this. one 
hundredth anniversary, the name Je- 
hovah, shining there above all the other 
names. There was a deep silence over 
the congregation as‘the speaker pvinted 
to that name, a silence like the silence 
of the spirit of worship that gathers 
atound us as we sit together in God’s 
house and remember what that house 
means. Do we not often take very un- 
worthy views of the meaning and the 
place that this house of worship has in 
our own lives? What. dignity, what 
glory there is in the lesson of to-day! 
Are we giving God his rightful “place 
in his own house? If we do, then his 
glory will fill the house,.and we shall 
rejoice in his presence and our privilege. 
Let us pray. 





HOUSE oF |’ BAYER 
RIVILEGE 


FOR HIS GLORY 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“More like the Master.” 

“The church’s one Foundation.” 

“Raise the standard of the Lord on High.” 
“Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Onward Christian soldiers.” 

“Now the day is over.” 

(References in parentheses.are to the met- 
trical Psalm Boo set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 125: 1-5 (260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 100:1-5 (202 : 1-4). 
Psalm 87: 1-7 (174 : 1-3). 
Psalm 122: 1-9 (258 : 1-4). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13 (138 : 1-3). 


bd 


“Moses and the Monuments,” by Dr. 
Melvin Grove Kyle, reviewed in The 
Sunday School Times of August 7, was 
priced $1.65 for advance orders until 
October 1, and $2.15 after October -1. 
This price was given erroneously. The 
book is now published and may be had 
from the Bibliotheca Sacra Company, 
Oberlin, Ohio, or from The Sunday 
School Times Company, r031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, for $2 net, postage, 
15 cents extra. 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc—God’s House is 
for worship. 


Before the Story —Let us name some 
of the churches in our neighborhood. 
Every one was built for the glory. and 
worship of God. If you should move 
to other cities or towns you would find 
churches there. To-day’s story tells 
about the first temple which was built 
for the worship-of God. 


Review.—People had built altars for 
God's worship. King David had wanted 
to build a temple, but God told him 
that his son Solomon should build it. 
While David was king the people gath- 
ered at the great tent of meeting called 
the Tabernacle. 

David gathered materials which would 
help his son to build the temple. He 
gathered sweet-smelling lumber, gold, 
silver, and precious stones to be used. 
After God promised wisdom to Solo- 
mon he went to the tent of meeting to 
worship and thank God. Afterwards 
he planned to begin the building of 
the temple. 

Lesson Story—Wonderful cedar trees 

rew in the mountains of Lebanon where 

ing Hiram lived. He had been a good 
friend of King David and promised to 
be Solomon’s friend too. Hiram al- 
lowed thousands of Solomon’s servants 
to cut cedar trees and carry them to the 
seashore. There they were made into 
rafts and floated to Joppa. From there 
they were dragged and hauled up the 
mountains. to Jerusalem, where God's 
templé was to be. . 

Other men worked in the quarries, 
cutting and shaping great- stones for 
the foundation and building. The work 
was so well done that when the stones 
were brought: to ‘the’ place they fitted 
so well that no hammers, nails, nor 
other tools were needed in putting them 
together. - King ‘Solomon ‘paid’ King 
Hiram for the trees with. wheat, other 
grains, and oil. 

King Solomon hired workers in brass 
to decorate parts of the temple. Other 
workmen carved lovely flowers in the 


stones. In many parts of the temple the 
wood was covered with gold. It took 
seven years to do the wor 

At last everything was finished. Solo- 
mon appointed a day when the temple 
should dedicated, or given. to 
for his worship. The ark was brought 
from the old tent of meeting and carried 
fto the holiest place. Priests carried 
it by poles on their shoulders. When 
they set it in the Holy of Holies, God's 
glory filled the temple. 

They sang parts of David’s Psalms, 
which we know, Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving and into his courts 
with praise. Serve the Lord with glad- 
ness and come before his presence with 
singing. Give thanks unto him and bless 
his holy name. Everybody could say, 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let 
us go into the house of the Lord. The 
Lord is in his holy temple,. let all the 
earth keep silence before him. 

King Solomon stood before the peo- 

le and éxplained why the temple had 

en built, then he knelt to pray with 
his hands spread toward heaven. After 
this wonderful prayer King Solomon 
rose and said, There hath not failed 
one word of all God’s good promises. 
Let the people know that he is Lord, and 
none else, and let them keep his com- 
mandments. Then God promised, I will 
dwell among my people and not forsake 
them. ; 

For eight days there was great rejoic- 
ing. The people were glad of heart 
because of the goodness of Jehovah. 
They said, Great is our God above all 
gods; we will not forsake the house 
of our God. They gathered at their 
temple several times a year for worship. 


After the Story—Every Sufiday the 
doors of our churches are open for wor- 
ship. The bells ring out their message: 

“Come, come, people come, 

See the church doors are now open wide! 
Come, come, all may come, 
Plenty of room for you all inside.” 


During our service of worship in Sun- 
day-school we sing: 
“God is in his holy temple 
On this holy sabbath day; 
Let us praise Him, let us thank Him, 
As we worship, sing, atid pray.” 


“Holy! Holy! TTIoly! 
Holy is the Lord! 
Holy is his dear name! 
Holy is his Word!” 


(From Melodies, and Carols, Leyda Publish- 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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ng ee Wapello, Iowa, 35 cts. each, post- 
Peoria, It. 


-My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The temple planned. 

2. The temple built. 

3. The temple dedicated. 











pVvEN if you can get for use in class 
good pictures of the temple, ask 
your artist-girl to make a large clear 
drawing of the temple plan, the model 
for which is found in so many Bible 
helps, but in size too small to make an 
adequate impression in class. This, 
with pictures of Solomon’s, Zerubbabel’s, 
and Herod’s temples will vivify the home- 
reading of 1 Kings 5-7. Then appoint 
three other girls to prepare the lesson 
ay the three heads suggested above. 

1. This section of the lesson goes back 
into David’s reign, to his expressed de- 
sire to build a house of worship, which 
Nathan the prophet first p/n py but 
almost immediately vetoed after a mes- 
sage from God that same night (2 Sam. 
7:1-17). But though he might not actu- 
ally build this temple David made ail 
possible preparation for it, choosing and 
buying the site, so commanding for its 
beauty. Read the last paragraph of 2 
Samuel, the last one in 1 Chronicles 21, 
and 2 Chronicles 3:1 for the interesting 
history connected with David’s acquir- 
ing the threshing-floor of Araunah, or 
Ornan, identified as Mount Moriah in 
the last reference of these three. At least 
a reminder of the first mention of. this 
hilltop should be given our classes — 
that wonderful scene in Abraham’s life 
(Gen. 22:2). How wisely David chose 
is the testimony of all who have stood 
on this spot.. Teachers will- find inter- 
esting help in van Dyke's’ “Out-of-Doors 
in the Holy Land” (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York, $1.50) on this point. 

Then we must note how eagerly David 
did all he could towards esceurions the 
material for the temple ahead of the 
building, and how earnestly he charged 
Solomon with the mighty task that he 
left to him (1 Chron. 22). (2) 


2. The description of the actual pro- 
cess of building is so minutely given to 
us that we must not slur it over; God 
meant us to read carefully what he 
has so carefully given to us. But, after 
the home-reading assigned last Sunday, 
only a summary can be given in class 
time, by the girl who is so prepared. 
Here fits in the plan drawn by another, 
explaining it being readily done in a 
few minutes. The size, materials, methods, 
and time involved are all noteworthy, 
and the girls will be struck with the ex- 
planation of the share Hiram of Tyre 
had in this great business, as one who 
was “ever a lover of David,” — as were 
so many others. Are our young peo- 
ple mindful enough of the goodly heri- 
tage of a good name, even the friend- 
ships of our parents and what they 
mean to us? 

Try to make your girls see the mag- 
nificence of the finished result of all this 
long preparation and work. Compare it, 
for them, with the most magnificent 
building which they actually have seen. 
Think of all its erection required in ma- 
terials, time, men, and thought. Make 
a -list of all those who had a share in 
it in any way, most of whom we -do 
not know by name — One of whom cer- 
tainly watched over it all, restraining, 
guiding, directing, and finally accepting 
this work of men’s hearts and hands as 
his own house of prayer. 


3. And now we are ready for the last 
assignment, the account of the dedica- 
tion. Another vivid scene is before us, 
one of action against the background of 
the other, as the priests “bring up the 
ark of the covenant,” place it in the 
golden holiest place, the sacrifices that 
“could. not be counted nor -numbered” 
were offered, and the “cloud filled the 
house of Jehovah” —that cloud which 
was his very glory. 

But we must not st with the~ out- 
ward acts of this wonderful dedication 
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Lesson for 

2 Kings 5:1 to 8:66 

service. Read on through the eighth 
chapter, following the meaning of it all 
as voiced in Solomon’s prayer, noting 
attentively verses 12-21, and 27-30. The 
very best answer to the popular objec- 
tion to churches — that God is no more 
in them than elsewhere—is found in 
Solomon’s own words in that last para- 
graph. Note the “but” of verse 27, 
with the “yet” of the next, and God's 
own promise in verse 29, that his “name 
should be there; to hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant shall. pray 
towards this place.” 

Certainly we cannot escape the truth 
that God himself planned that David 
and Solomon should put the best they 
could command into this house of wor- 
ship, and that there he commanded his 
people to center their worship, and offer 
their sacrifices, which should typify the 
coming Saviour whose supreme sacri- 
fice makes our worship acceptable to 
God, if we accept him in our hearts. 


° Home Study 


Ask the girls to search for the ful- 
filled prophecy in_1 Kings 9. 
ATLANTA, Ga. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Building a dam, 

Discussion: How is building a house 
like building a life? What are the best 
materials going into a life hovwse? How 
can we find the best plan? How can 
we get the best foundation? 

Objective: A ‘surrendered life makes 
a temple fit for God’s occupancy. P 











AY, fellows, look at Solomon build- 
ing a temple! Ever see anything 
like that? Yes, I have. I saw some 
boys building a dam. It was a peach 
of a dam when they got it finished; and 
the little stream that trickled along be- 
tween the hillsides filled it up by next 
day, making a lake big enough to put a 
boat in. ut, oh, how those fellows 
worked! For a whole week they brought 
rocks — big rocks — logs, and mud. Some 
of those stones and logs were dragged 
and rolled a quarter of a mile. They 
built right skilfully, too; they ricked it 
and they anchored the cribs; they piled 
in the rocks and braced the supports. 
Work? I should think they did. From 
early morning until dark they worked, 
hardly stopping long enough for meals. 
But it was truly some dam when they 
got through. hen came the big mo- 
ment for which they had labored and 
endured: they closed the small outlet 
protected by several sections of terra 
cotta pipe at-+he base — and let her fill! 
Solomon went at building the temple 
pretty much the same way. The boys 
who built the dam said they were going 
to make the best boys’ dam in all that 
country around, and they did. Solomon 
said he was going to put up the largest, 
the. strongest, the finest, the best-look- 
ing temple of all for God. He put 
one hundred and fifty thousand strong 
men in the forests and in the quarries, 
getting out the finest timber and the 
best stonez he had these materials 
brought by sea and by land; he em- 
ployed workers in brass, and stone cut- 
ters and gold-beaters wherever he could 
find the most skilful, regardless of the 
cost, and he himself directed the work. 
Well, it was a peach of a temple, too. 
Nothing like it had ever been seen be- 
fore. Crowning the highest hill in Jeru- 
salem, overlooking all the country around, 
its marble walls, its shining brass pil- 
lars, its white chiseled columns, and its 
golden interior, it shone like a gem of 
dazzling beauty. When Solomon had 
finished it, he invited the Lord to come 
into it, and “the glory of the Lord filled 
the house.” 

Fellows, we are all building some 
kind of a temple, and we build some on 
it every day. I saw a bleary-eyed dope 
fiend going along the street the other 
day. He has built a temple —a temple 
to the god Appetite. His temple is truly 
a sorry looking shack, but it is good 





enough for the god he serves. I know | 
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a very seedy individual, going around 
begging a living of whomsoever will 
give him a dime or a nickel. He 
built his temple to the god Idleness, It 
is a ramshackle affair, to be sure, but 
it is plenty P aay for the god he serves. I 
know another fellow who has built a 
very ordinary looking temple — rather 
poor inside and out. He served the 
god “Let Well Enough Alone.” There 
are many temples like his, and little jo 
is in them; but they are good enoug 
for the god “Do-Little.” (2) 

I think of one more temple builder. 
Early in his boyhood ‘he learned that 
the human body, with its wonderful soul, 
is a temple for God to live in. Said 
he, “If God is to live in my body, then 
it must be fit.” He began to think of 
everything he did for his health, for 
the training of his mind, his hands and 
other members, as fitting or wnfitting the 
temple, according to whether it was good 
or bad. He quickly saw that his choices 
of entertainment and recreation were 
as important as his work, in the build- 
ing he was putting up for God’s dwell- 
ing. One day he made the most im- 
portant discovery of all: it was that 
after all he might do to make the tem- 
ple fit, it could never be so until the 
doors were flung wide and the Lord 
himself should come in. ‘Then, like 
Solomon, he “dedicated” it— and the 
Lord Jesus came in and made the tem- 
ple fit, for “the glory of the Lord filled 
the house.” 

Which simply means that he surren- 
dered his life to Jesus Christ. A boy’s 
biggest and best and cman work is 
the Temple of the Lord. 

Let’s get at the job. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1 Kings 10:1-13; 23-25. 


Why did the- Queen of Sheba come] |} _ is eal , 
to visit King Solomon? F C 

What did she bring as presents to t 
ants Some oods OST 

bag gg er pracentens of Solo- 
mon and his kingdom 

What bearing has all this upon 1 Kings 1 000°% More 


3: 10-13? 
RIcHMOND, VA. 
































































They say food cost has advanced about 100 percent. And every house- 
wife is trying to combat it. : 

Yet some folks serve foods for breakfast which cost 1000 per cent more 
than Quaker Oats. They are paying ten times what they need to, and for a 














° ° lesser food. é; 
For Family Worship _ Note these tables of cost on some necessary foods, based on prices at this 
By the Director of the writing: 

Great Commission Prayer League ay Cost Per 1000 Calories | Cost Per Average Serving 

: Quaker Oats.... . . 5c] Dish er Oats. . Ic 

sa ‘ ee: :: ae A gn Seem; - - tae 

the Home Daily Bible Read- werage Fish... . . Ounces Meat... . 8c 

heey oy Ss International Uniform Suntew Hen’s Eggs. .... . 70c | Serving of Fish. . . . 8c 
School Lessons, issued by the International Vegetal - - Ile to 75c] Two Eggs. . .-. - . -10c 4 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. A 











Ten Breakfasts for the Cost of One 


You can serve ten dishes of Quaker Oats ; 
for the cost of two eggs at this writing. ; 


You can serve 1000 calories in Quaker Oats 
for about the cost of 100 calories in meat, eggs 
and fish,on the average. And the calory 
measures the energy food value. 


God’s “Prayer Closet”’ 


HE human heart is the “prayer 

closet” of the Holy Spirit. ee 
comments on Sunday’s reading; closing 
paragraph of this issue.) An uncleansed 
heart is a poor place in which to “pray 
in the Spirit,” and thereby to obtain 
favor with God or power ftom God. 
During the next few weeks, God will- 
ing, this department will contain froni 
time to time a number of striking things 
concerning prayer which were heard at 
the World Conference on Christian Fun- 
damentals in June; but let us remember 
that no matter how good any quotation 
may be, its real value is in its practical 
application, and the effectualness of the 
latter depends on the fulfilment of the 
conditions in James 4:2-10; 1 John 3: 
20-22; and Psalm 66: 18, 


August 30 to September 5 
Mon.—1 Kings 5:1-12. Hiram, King of Tyre. 


God oftentimes permits evil to defer, 
but not ultimately to thwart, the execu- 
tion of his purposes. Wars delayed but 
did not prevent the building of the tem- 
ple. God’s final program for Israel will 
be just as truly carried out. 


In Quaker Oats you serve a luscious dish, ' 
and the greatest food that grows. ‘The oat is 
almost the ideal food, nearly a complete food. 


It is the vim-food and the food for growth. 

Start the day on Quaker Oats. Everybody ; 
needs it, and it means supreme nutrition. 

It will save you much, and that saving will 
help pay for costlier foods at dinner. 


People need variety, but they also need 
Quaker Oats. 


Quaker 
Oats 


The Queen Oats Only . 

This brand is flaked from just the rich, 

lump, flavory oats.. We get but ten pounds 

rom a bushel. The object is delightful flavor, 

and it costs no extra price. Be careful that 
you get it. 





Prayer Suacestions: Pray for wis- 
dom’ to understand from God’s Word 
his individual and racial blueprints, and 
for patience to abide his time in working 
them out. “God’s plans, like lilies pure 
and white unfold; we must not tear the 
close-shut leaves apart; time will reveal 
the calyxes of gold.” h 

( Continued on page 464) 
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As High as 


8% 
Safely! 


Vou should know all about 
ANNUITY BONDS. Ask 
us for free booklet L, ‘‘ Bibles 
& Bonds."’ Write now! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 














Club Napkins 
Always crisp and 
clean for mealsin the 
home. Different from 
the ordinary paper 
napkins — twice as 
heavy. Save laundry 
bills. At 10,000Geal- 
ers. 


Write Dennirzon. Department 
Framingham, Masgs., for "Handy Bron 
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. Ointment, T: , 25e. everywhere. Sam: 
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-|Cuticura Soap 
Clears the Skin 
and Keeps it Clear 














[ Children at Home 





Preeya’s Gift to Isa 
By Wilhelmina Mampe Phillips 


‘| Bere was one girl in the Mission 
School who did not need to wonder 
where her next bowl of rice was com- 
ing from. She wore pretty, soft sarais 
(scarfs). Many bracelets jingled on her 
wrists; anklets with a hundred tiny se- 
quins tinkled about her feet. Sununda 
came of a well-to-do family. Her father, 
who had seen girls with bright, keen 
minds graduate from the Mission School, 
had sent his daughter there. He was 
a little more advanced in his ideas than 
his neighbors, who pooh-poohed him, 
saying, “A woman is as stupid as a cow. 
Can you teach a cow?” 

But in spite of ridicule Sununda had 
come to the Compound, and was get- 
ting along better with her lessons than 
with the girls, She did not trouble her- 
self to be friendly. Indeed, she thought 
herself above these others who were not 
always sure of their rice, upon whose 
wrists were no jingling bracelets, and 
about ahose feet no anklets tinkled. In 
all the class there was but one girl for 
whom Sununda cared. She loved Preeya, 
the Smile-bringer. 

One hot day in June the two friends 
sat talking under a friendly tamarind 
tree. Preeya had just finished speaking. 
Her voice had been eager. Several times 
she had mentioned Isa’s.name. Sununda 
rose angrily, and said, “I shall not stay 
to listen to you. Always you tell me 
of your Isa. 
times that I do not want to hear. I 
love you, Smile-bringer, but I want noth- 
ing to do with your God. I am a Hindu 
—il shall go away now —” 

“Qh, golden girl,” begged Preeya, seiz- 
ing the gold-banded hem of Sununda’s 
scarf, “Don’t go. I shall say nothing 
more, but you cannot stop me from ask- 
ing Isa to melt your heart toward him.” 


Christian Workers’ 
Commentary 
on the Whole Bible 


By Dr. James M. Gray 


Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Hlinois_ , 





A LARGE OCTAVO VOLUME 





‘At last ! 
met before. 


trust in the truth of the 


the people. 


1031 Walnut Street, - 








A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible 
in one volume, and for a price within the reach of all. 
desiderata long agreed upon, but never, in a really popular sense, 


These are 


“Dr. Gray brought to the task of producing such a book the 
owers at their maturity that have made him one of the foremost 
Bible teachers of the English-speaking world. Clearness of thought; 
the mastery of condensed expression without the sacrifice of lucidity ; 
immense industry ; adequate scholarship ; thoroughness ; a joyous 


criptures ; a spiritual mind, and that sense 
of relative values, of proportion, of what is supremely important 
where all is precious—these qualities, schooled and disciplined in 
above thirty years of Bible teaching, have made this book possible. 
‘**But it remains trué that this is eminently the Commentary of 
No Sunday-school teacher can afford to be without it, 
and in any Christian home it will enrich the family devotions, an- 
swer the children’s questions, and stimulate the study of the sacred 
Oracles.""—Dr. C. L. Scoteld, in The Sunday School Times. 


Price, $3.00, postpaid 


FOR SALE BY 
. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order saves both 
voursel/ and us time and expense. 
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“Oh, pray as much as you like,” jeered 
Sununda. “Your Isa can’t melt my heart. 
I do not want to be troubled by your 
talk about him. you promise to 
say nothing more, I'll stay.” At a touch- 
ing look from Preeya, Sununda reseated 
herself, and drew the Smile-bringer to 
her closely, “This time I'll forgive you,” 
she said, and immediately forgot how 
cross she had béen a moment before. 
“What beautiful hair you have, Smile- 
bringer,” she said, “it is the crown of 
your glory. You are younger than I, but 
you have longer, thicker hair, — so shin- 
ing and wonderful. How I should like 
to own it!” 

Preeya listened happily to these words. 
She knew that she was not a pretty 
child. There were two people who made 
her forget her plainness. Sununda, who 
said, “I love your hair,” and the Bi 
Doctor, who said, “I love your smile.” 

After a bit Sununda went on, “I 
read a story yesterday of Japan. A tem- 
ple was being rebuilt,,and a very strong 
rope was needed. Some one said that 
the strongest rope of all could be made 
of human hair. At once thirty thou- 
sand women gave up their tresses so 
that the rope might be made. Preeya, 
would you like to give up your hair for 
such a use?” 

“Never,” answered the girl. “I couldn’t 
part with it for any reason.” 

“Not even for Isa?” teased Sununda. 

“Foolish One, why should Isa want 
the crown of my glory?” and Preeya 
scampered away, for the call to class 
was sounding. 

The Big Doctor stood before the class, 
and made a little speech. “I am askin 
you girls to help. Many of our medica 





I have told you many) 


| alone. 


supplies are giving out. Our children’s 
hospital is in great need. You all know 
crippled Aga. We need bandages for 
her. We need medicines for Ponnamal’s 
) weakened body. You know the others, 
every one with her own need. . Girls, 
can you help us? It is a serious time.” 
The Big Doctor’s request was an- 
' swered immediately. Every girl in the 
class had a few annas (two cents) to 
spare. Some brought rupees (thirty- 
three cents). Preeya and Sununda gave 
nothing, Sununda saying, “I am a Hindu.” 
| Preeya lifted shamed eyes to the Big 
| Doctor. -“I haven’t anything to give,” 
| She said as she hurried out. 
| Preeya went straight to the Big Doc- 
| tor’s office, where she could be quite 
“Isa,” she prayed, “I want to 
help. Show me how.” As she lifted her 


| head one of her heavy braids brushed 


her cheek. She smoothed its shining 
strands as she remembered Sununda’s 
almost daily praise of her hair. She 
remembered, too, that Sununda had told 
her where she might get a good price 


~| for it should she ever wish to sell it. 


Of a sudden the girl remembered what 
those women of Japan had given up when 
a rope was needed for their temple. For 
a moment the Smile-bringer considered 
very solemnly. “You’ve answered my 
prayer, dear Isa,” she said then. “You’ve 
shown me how to help. Thank you.” 
Then she hurried down the hard mud 
road that led to the town. + 

en the Smile-bringer came back she 
went to the Big Doctor’s office and laid 
a rupee upon his desk, “For the sick 
babies,” she smiled, and hurried out of 
the room. Straight to Sununda she went. 
She sat down before her and began to 
=e the long pink sarai she wore 
about her head. Then she laid her bare 
shorn little head in Sununda’s lap and 
began to cry. To her surprise Sununda 
cried, too, whispering, “She has sold: her 
beautiful hair. Ml Smile-bringer has 
given_up her prized bit of beauty. I 
know why. It is because she loves Isa, 
and wants to help with his work.” 

“You are right,” said Preeya, press- 
ing the tears back, “and I’m glad, glad, 
glad—” and she smiled through her 
tears. 

But Sununda rose suddenly and drew 
Preeya with her to the Big Doctor’s 
office. There was the chink of many 
rupees. “Preeya’s one rupee is worth 
more than my many,” she said, “and, 
dear Doctor Sahib, know that I am go- 
ing to open my heart to Isa, through 
the teaching of the Smile-bringer, who 
for his sake parted with the crown of 
her glory.” - 
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Entering the Temple 


By Katharine Elise Chapman 


|* MAJESTY of fire He came, 
And magnitude of grace ; 

Hise altars catch the living flame, 

And glory-smitten Israel name 
Their Lord with prostrate face. 


The Temple with its splendor wide — 
Too small it was that day ! 

The heavens before his pathway hide, 

Too dim the stars of light to guide 
His chariots on their way. 


Why didst Thou seek this altar pyre 
From human hands alone, 

When ranks of seraphim aspire 

To worship near the incense fire 
Which burns before Thy throne? 


‘* A love which passes all compare 
It was, that drew me near; 
Thou couldst not come to me; my care 
Must bring to thee myself — thy share 
Of glory’s radiant sphere 


“I need not spaces vast to free 
My love’s omnipotence ; 

No dwelling-place so dear to me 

As loving, trusting heart shall be; 
From such I go not hence.” 


Then enter, Lord, in fire divine 
And gentleness of dove. 
Fling wide thy door, O heart of mine, 
And let thy broadening space confine 
My heaven — His eager love. 


AN ASSURED 
6% INCOME 


Your surplus tunds will 
' yield six per cent if m- 
vested in our 6% Time 
Certificates. We have 
paid 6% continuously 
for a5 years. Interest 
checks mailed semi-annually. 
If you have $25 or more to invest you 
ought to know all about this old conserva- 
tive Company, 


Write oy let 
6% AND SAFETY 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 
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Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Pilates, ete. 


Globe Furniture Company, f2.0ar* dune: 
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The Two Advents of Christ : 


By ELLA E. POHLE © 
Formerly Secretary to Dr. C. I. Scofield 
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This is one of five 
very rich dispensa- 
tional charts, com- 
pactly arranged and 
Suitable for study 
purposes, 


15 cents for each chart 


Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Co., 
1038 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














Would you like to renew acquaintance 
with Alice-Palace, Henny-Penny, and 
the other live youngsters, and that father 
who was one of them? These stories, 
reprinted from the Children’s Depart- 
ment, and fully illustrated, are found 
now in Mr. Scoville’s fascinating book, 
“The Out-of-Doors Club,” and may be 





had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at $1.25 a copy. 
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Heidelberg Press 


in connection with 


Your Rally Day Service 


Make use of the stirring 
es service we have pre- 
pared entitled PRESS- 
ING TOWARD THE 
MARK which sells at 
$4.00 the hundred. 


Then write for our fine il- 
lu’strated catalogue of 
Rally Day ag such 
as Invitation Cards, But- 

: tons, Offering Envelopes, 
The Banners, Bangles, Promo- 


. tion Certificates, etc., of 
Heidelberg our own and others’ pub- 


- 


Press lication, 

Publishers EIDELBERG 
for Get the FLABIT 
Discriminators 


Frankly tell us your needs 
15th & Race Sts.) and if we cannot supply 
Philadelphia | them it cannot be done. 


Scofield Reference Bible 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 
Equals a Course in Bible Study 
Order by number from any Scofield Bible Price List 
BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POS'T-PAID. 
OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
Le) 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 
Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
National Educational Society 427 S. Dearborn St, Chicago, “Wl. 
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Scientific Homiletics 

Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Exegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing made greases’, thorough 
and easy. - All need it regardless of previous training. 
Rare equip t for evangeli work. The problem of 
home training for the ministry solved. iven by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for preacher and teacher into the home. For fu:l in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 














TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


7 Gramercy Park, West 
Under the auspices of the Woman’s Branch 


New York City Mission Society 
MRS. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, First Directress 


Special advantages are offered in Bible Study 
and practical work to young women ne age 8 
enter upon city, home or foreign field work. d- 
dress your request for prospectus to 


- MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Execative Secretary 
Room 401, 105 East 22d St., New York City 











Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Relig- 
ious-Educational College course 
of four years, college degree of Th. 
8B, Graduate School of Théology, 
three year ceurse,graduate degree 
of B. D. Two-year Collegiate Training course. In- 
terdenominational. Of full college and graduate 
grade, with a wide range ot studies, permeated by a 
remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable eed and 
student body. New and beautiful fireproot buildings 
with dormitories. Organized religious work and self- 
support. For catalog and correspondence, address 





NATHAN R. WOOD, President, Gordon Bible College, Boston} 











Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. 


Christian, Conservative,  Co-educational 


College, Preparatory, and Divinity School. 
New Course in Evangelical Religious Education. 
o Fraternities. Expenses Moderate. 
Catalog on request to 








President, 1. Harvey BRUMBAUGH. 


THE NORTHWESTERN BIBLE AND 
MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 


For Carriculum — covering three years, address 
No. 6 SOUTH 11TH STREET MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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The Young People’s: 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





September 12. A Great Miracle and Its Les- 
sons. Mark 2: 1-12. 

September 19. Good Work: Finding It; Do- 
ing it. Eccl. 9 : 10; Col. 3 : 22-25. 

September 26. Inspiring Stories from Foreign 
Mission Fields. Psa. 66:1-8; Acts ‘14: 
23-28. (Missionary meeting.) 

October 3. Our Church Privileges and Obli- 
gations. Psa. 84:1-12. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, September 5 


What Christ Does for the Christian 
(John 15 : 1-8, 14-16) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—Christ Saves (Matt. 1:21; 1 Tim. 1: 
15). It is very important to find out what 
Christ does. Mankind is utterly lost, there- 
fore it is wonderful when the statement 
is made that Christ saves. He went into 
death, paying for sin, he spoiled death, ris- 
ing victor over it, and*is now seated at 
the right hand of God with all power to 
make this salvation real. 


Tues.—Christ Sanctifies (Heb. 2: 11; 1 John 3: 
1-3)—It is a great thing to underscore the 
word “Christ,” for all that the Christian 
has is in a person. Christ himself is our 
sanctification and the Holy Spirit our 
sanctifier; Christ was set apart for us, 
and we are set apart for him, separated for 
himself alone. This thoroughly separated 
life is the sanctified life, and only Christ 
himself can. separate us from the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. 


Wed.—Christ Enriches (Eph, 3 : 1-12). .We are 
poverty-stricken in the natural. We do not 
believe it until God shows us our utter 
inability to lead this Christ life. We ask 
for power and for riches as if our natural 
hearts could use this power and these 
riches. What we need is only Himself, and 
with him come the power and the riches, 


Thurs.—Christ Trains (Eph. 4 : 20-24). He is 
ever living to make intercession for us, 
and the Holy Spirit is also making inter- 
cession with groanings that cannot be 
uttered. Then too, the Lord Jesus is chas- 
tening us that we might stop depending 
upon ourselves and depend upon him. The 
training is to the one end that we shall 
cleave to him, and trust him. 


Fri.—Christ Delivers (2 Tim. 4 : 16-18). Christ 
is a mighty Deliverer. He delivers from 
sin, from death, from hell, from the devil, 
from ourselves. He not only delivers from, 
but he delivers us to himself; we are 
made new creations in him who delivers 
us. to God, and we have fellowship by his 
deliveranée with the Father, with the Son, 
and with the Holy Spirit. 


Sat.—Christ Strengthens (2 Cor. 12: 1-10). His 
every desire is toward us. He exercises our 
faith that we might have more faith; he 
puts us to the test that we might, believe 
him able to deliver; he strengthens our 
love, illuminates our minds, heals -our 
bodies, gives us courage. We have all things 
in him, and in him we are strong. 


4 Y: lesson for to-day sums up what 
I have said in connection with the 
different Scriptures of the week. What 
the Christian does he does by the life 
of Christ within him. “As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide 
in the vine,” no more can we except we 
abide in him. JI wonder if we have 
thought this through, that really there 
is no spiritual power in us except it is 
given us by Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Men do not fail because they are weak 
as Christians, but they fail because they 
are strong, — their strength is in the nat- 
ural man, their strength is in self, in 
talent, in intellect. But the Christian who 
really knows himself weak, and feels 
his weakness, will go to prayer and will 
trust the Lord to deliver, and he will 
deliver, for he is a “rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 

Samson was not a giant; he was a 
weak man. Those who saw him mar- 
veled, wondering where he got his 
strerfgth. His strength was not in his 
muscle, but in his vow never: to drink 
wine, — that is, never to live on a false 
stimulant, and never*to cut his hair, — 
that is to “trim” to suit people. These 
two things were his vow. When he 
broke his vow his strength, which was 
God, left him. Had Samson been a big 





man, a Hercules in stature, no one would 
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Salvation through the Blood of Christ. 
Entire Separation from the World. 
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The courses offered have been proven successful by the experience of years. Many hundreds of God- 
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f'the Missionary Institute to help you find your place in God's plan. 
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Practical Faith in the Sufficiency of 
Christ for Spiritual, Temporal and 
Physical Needs. 


Increasing, Purifying Hope of the Lord’s 
Return. 
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. Burning Missionary Zeal to Evangelize 
the World and bring back the g. 
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BECAUSE our enrollment for next year is already large, write early for prospectus and application 
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For They Say, and Do Not! 








Frankly, what's the use of saying, ‘‘ Every time I see a Jew I want to take off my 


hat to him,” when 
that Name thr 
doctrine if it 


you are not willi 


ling to take out your dollar to help him know of 
h which alone he can be saved? What's the use of the premillennial 
es by innuendo that “we must leave the Jews alone in this age’ ? 


Are you obeying God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are 


you a layman? Just how much 
much to all other missions ?. Are you a 


you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how 
pastor? How much did your church give for 


Jewish Missions last year ? Think over these things. Some day you will be required to 


give an accounting of your stewardship. 


Our mission merits your every confidence and support. 


Just now your gift would 


be especially appreciated. Our paper, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE,— considered by 
many Bible students the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the Jews published in 
America — is sent to al] contributors. Regular price, 50 cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 


May we hear from you? 








WILLIAMSBURG MISSION TO THE JEWS 


27 Throop Avenue, 





have marveled for a moment at his 
killing the lion or slaying a crowd with 
the jawbone of an ass. here did this 
weakling get his strength? The an- 
swer is Gop, 

When you really know that you are 
weak you will run to the Lord Jesus, 
and he will do what he says he will do 
in Isaiah 40:29, “He giveth power to 
the faint; and to him that hath no might 
he increaseth strength.” 


What has Christ done to save us from 
sin ?—The word “done” should be under- 
scored and put in capital letters on your 
wall. Most people are trying to be saved 
by what they do. Christianity is not a 
“do” religion, it is. “done.” He broke 
the jaws of death,—that is done; he is 
seated on the throne with all power in 
heaven and -earth,—that is done. Be- 
lieve what he has done; this is salvation. 


What is Christ doing as our teacher? 
—Christ has all things for us, and it is 
the Holy Spirit who is our teacher in 
Christ. Christ is our life, and the Holy 
Spirit takes the things of. Christ and 
teaches them to us, shows them to us, 
works them out in us. 


How does Christ help us as our in- 
spirer?—He illuminates by the Holy 
Spirit, showing all our rich possessions 
in Jesus, our inheritance incorruptible 
that fades not away. He shows the 
strength and ability of Jesus over all our 
1 ig gy whispers, “He is able! He is 
able !” 
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cheaper than any other kind of printing. 
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Free Trial Offer, book- 
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Rally Day 


“Pressing Toward the Mark” 


SERVICE thatis just as- 
attractive as it is possible 
to make a service, both in re- 
ard to music and text, and it 
not only attractive but pur- 
poseful, being built on the text 
suggested by the title. The 
words are by Mrs, Lizzie De 
Armond, and the music by C. 
Harold _Lowden, both well- } 
known writer# of cantatas and 
services. 


65c a Dozen $5.00 a Hundred 
Sample Copy, 6c. 
We also have a complete stock 
of all RALLY DAY necessities: 
Invitation Cards 
Promotion Certificates 
Offering Envelopes 
Novelties and Souvenirs 


-_ 














Send for illustrate 4 Price List of 
RALLY DAY supplies , 
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i by hundreds of ministers in every de- 
ment of church work. Saves 92% on the 
of form letters. Is quicker—easier— 
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Free Trial Offer. 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from page 461) 


Tues.—1 Kings 6 : 1-10. 
The Building of the Temple. 


From first to last no sound of ham- 
mer or tool was heard in the buildin 
of the temple. So likewise in us, God’s 
temple (1 Cor, 3:17), the real building 
goes on silently within. Physical. noise 
outside; quiet work inside, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


entire “Church of God,” which is not} 


an organization, but ane organism; in 
which the silent building processes of life 
will go on steadily until the completion 
of the body and we all.come at last 
“unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” 


Wed.—1 Kings 6 : 11-22. 
The Temple Building Completed. 


The tabernacle represented the wis- 
dom of God; the temple, that largely 
of men. The former was built accord- 
ing to the divine pattern (Exodus 25- 
27), and every part had deepest typical 
significance. The building of thé tem- 
ple was according to God’s will, but in 
many ways manifested “the spiritual de- 
terioration of the people.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
country, and for all nations and rulers. 
Pray for every brain and brawn worker. 
Pray for all -evangelistic meetings in 
shops and factories. Pray for the tri- 
umph of Christian patriotism over every 
form of individual or corporate selfish- 
NESS, 


Thurs.—1 Kings 6 : 23-35. The Temple Adorned. 


Complete in its rough exterior, but 
incomplete -without the interior adorning. 
So also many a present day rough exte- 
rior would be changed or lost to view. if 
there were but: the inward adorning of 
1 Peter 3:4. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. Trumbull and Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, who are continuing their work 
in China during the present month in 
various conferenctés and institutes. PPay 
for every home interest and laborer con- 
nected with The Sunday School Times. 


Fri.—1 Kings 8:1-11. The Temple Dedicated. 


Completed; adorned; dedicated. In 
Christ we “are complete”; by the Holy 
Spirit we are adorned; by ourselves we 
are dedicated. Thus God and we are 
“laborers together.” Oh, the blessedness 
of the Shekinah glory when we go all 
the way with him! 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for every 
small or struggling church or mission in 
city or country. Pray for all Gospel ej- 
forts on the frontier, in mountain camps, 
in mining and oil regions, in Indian res- 
ervations, in lumber districts. Pray fer 
every “church extension” society. 


Sat.—1 Kings 8 : 22-30. Solomon’s Prayer. 


“Let thy word be verified” (v. 26); 
or, as in 1 Chronicles 17323, “Do as 
thou hast said,” which, @tcording to 
C. H. Spurgeon, “is most prevalent plead- 
ing’; for it is “God’s word to thy ser- 
vant, on which thou hast caused me to 
hope” —a dcuble argument. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
afflicted, or distressed, or bereaved, or 
otherwise harassed child of God. Pray 
for all hospital and asylum attendants 
and physicians. Pray for every orphan- 
age, every reformatory, every home for 
the friendless or aged or unfortunate. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 3 : 9-17. 
The Temple of God. 
“Ye are God’s building” (v. 5), even 
God’s temple (v. 7); that is, God’s 
prayer closet. Fof the Holy Spirit, 
which “dwelleth in you” (v. 16), is an 
intercessor. Could you intercede effect- 
ually in a dirty-pictured prayer closet? 
Would you compel the Holy Spirit to 
occupy such a closet? If so, see Psalm 
66: 18. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that there 
may be a deepening of the spirit of in- 
tercession on the part of God’s people 
everywhere, and that the conditions of 
prevailing prayer may be more generally 


met. The prayer of faith through Christ 
is God’s gateway to every appointed 
blessing. 
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RALLY DAY INVITATION CARDS 











T fails ing results is to have the i 
THAT nos feathered stele, Meh 
has been re for the date and time of the Day Service, and for the signature of the superin- 
tendent or teacher. j 








No. 41 — Printed 


Order by Form and Letter 


Form . For the Adult 
Bible Class, with the emblem of 
the movement. in colors and 
autumn scene in center of em- 
blem. Has printed invitation. 
Not illustrated. 


Form 41, Same as Form 40,but 
has a printed invitation. (See 
illustration.) 


Form 44, This is a very 
unique card, showing two 
children playing see-saw. It 
will especially appeal to 
children because of the cut- 
out * feature. This card does 
not contain a printed invita- 
tion. 


Form 34. The Rheims Ca- 
thedral (France) with printed 
invitation, Not illustrated. 


F 


orm 36. Reproduction in Form 45. Same as Form 44, 
colors of child phoning the but has a printed invitation on 
Rally Day _ inyitation. Has the address side of the card. 
printed invitation. Not illustra- 


seni Form 46. An Autumn scene 
reproduced in beautiful colors. 
This card does not have printed 
invitation. 


Form 40, For the Adult 
Bible Class with the Bible Class 
emblem represented by the set- 
ting sun. This card has space 
for printing a special invitation 
to the Rally Day Service, 


2 Af Form 44 


"THESE cards are cleverly designed and neatly printed in a de- 
lightful combination of colors. ' 


$1.50 a 100, $6.75 for 500, ~ $13.00 a 1000, postpaid. 


Rally Day Novelties in Celluloid 


Form 47." Same as Form 46, 
with printed invitation on the 
address side. 























No, 4 





No, 150 S : 
No. 185 S 








No. 109 — American Flag 
Each bookmark is lithographed in colors and 
has a double silk cord and tassel attached. 


Actual Size 


No. 105 — Attractive Autumn Leaf. 
No, 106 — Betsy Ross Flag House. 
No. 107 — “‘ Spirit of ’76.”” 
No, 109 — American Flag. 





Price,.3 cents each; 30 cents a dozen, or 
$2.00 a 100, postpaid. (Assorted as desired.) 











No. 21 
Whistle Button * No. il 


PRICE OF FLAG PINS, 20 Cents a Dozen, or $1.50 a 100, postpaid 








Price of Buttons, 30 cents a dozen, or $2.00 a hundred, postpaid. 
(Assorted as desired.) In ordering use numbers as indicated. 





Orders Not Filled for Less than 172 Buttons | 
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